July 24, 2012


MINUTES
CONSERVATION COMMISSION

TUESDAY, JULY 24, 2012, 7:00 P.M.

MARSHFIELD TOWN HALL, HEARING ROOM 2, 
870 MORAINE ST., MARSHFIELD, MA
Members present: Mark Stevenson, Chairman (MS), Chris Kenny (CK), William 
Levin (WL), Robert Conlon (RC), Frank Woodfall (FW), and Jay Wennemer,

Conservation Agent (JW).  Members absent: Walter Greaney (WG).  MS 
motioned to open the meeting, WL second, motion passed 5-0-0.
BUSINESS

1.  Vote & sign Orders of Conditions for closed hearings (if projects are voted closed and/or the Commission is prepared to vote on Conditions):
  2402 Biviano, 2160 Ocean Street
  TBL 12-01 Marshfield Airport, 93 Old Colony Lane

  2357 Roderick, 20 Rexhame Road 
2.  Scheduled Meetings:  Tues. 8/7/12, 8/21/12, 9/11/12
3.  941 Summer Street CR – Deed Restriction?

4.  Conservation Restriction – Eames Brook Farm – approved 7/10/12 – Commissioners signed.
5.  Conservation Restriction – South River Park  

6.  Conservation Restriction – Spyglass Landing – approved 7/10/12 – Commissioners signed.
7.  Lynne Ann Murphy – 871 Webster Street – asking to amend orders.  
Ms. Murphy has issues with Special Conditions “G” “I” and “J” and is questioning if Wetland Flag 14 in Special Condition “D” is a typo.  

“G” – Ms. Murphy is asking that the split rail fence be eliminated from the orders stating this was not discussed with her at the meetings, it will impose a financial hardship, and she feels installation of a fence will harm the root system of the trees.   
“I” – Ms. Murphy stated all debris has been removed from the area in question and that section of the property is not being actively used.

“J” – Ms. Murphy stated all the ducks have been removed from the property.  

Ms. Murphy pointed out that she has chosen not to appeal the Orders in the interest of cooperating with the Commission.

The Commissioner’s discussions:

“G” – JW said the Commission discussed the split rail fence in order to make a hard line to distinguish the wetlands.  MS said the Commission has required split rail fences in many previous situations.   JW suggested giving the plantings a chance to mature to see if they make a clear delineation.  The Commission could check back in three to five years and make a decision on the fence at that time.

“I” - WL said cleaning up the river, i.e. telephone poles, is not Ms. Murphy’s responsibility to deal with.  
“J” – JW stated the wording in Special Condition “J” was to allow Ms. Murphy to keep ducks, but at a reasonable number.

Robert Habel, 40 Marginal Street, spoke for his daughter and asked that the Commission reconsider requiring the split rail fence for financial reasons.

Michael Cannif, 871 Webster Street, stated he was making a pergola in the driveway for a couple of days and all the equipment and tools in the driveway were his; he apologized for getting Ms. Murphy in trouble with the Commission. 
JW looked at the plan and confirmed that wetland flag # 14 is referenced correctly.
8.  Mr. Nicotera – 125 Fairways Edge Road – Mr. Nicotera had applied for a building permit for a deck about three weeks ago.  JW was under the impression that the back yard, which extends to the golf course, was cleared and made into lawn.  Mr. Nicotera said he hasn’t cut anything down since he moved there in 1992.  Wanted to hydro-seed – orders of conditions say bring vegetation back.  Thought hydro-seeding, as Warren Harrington directed, was a good thing.  The Commission confirmed the wetland line on the plan, it shows proper wetland.    
ENFORCEMENT ORDERS

REQUESTS FOR CERTIFICATES OF COMPLIANCE

Backburner:

1. 1658 Heaney, 29 Farragut Rd

2. 2324 Wallace, 110 Damon’s Point Road

3. 1090 Peterson, 219 Ridge Road

4. 1827 L. L. Smith, 60 Macomber’s Ridge

5. REQPCC-1925, Cushing Construction (Parsonage St.) Garden Gate
Current:

1. 2380 Hoffman, Clay Pit Road – waiting for recording slips 
2. 2122 O’Flaherty, 70 Carolyn Circle – sign Certificate & hold
3. 1259 Cantanoso, 24 Eleventh Road – sign Certificate & hold
4. 2366 Biagini, 288 Pleasant Street – issue Certificate
MS motion to issue CC’s to SE42-1259 Cantanoso & SE42-2366 Biagini, CK second, motion passed 5-0-0.
MS motion to issue CC for project not completed O’Flaherty, SE42-2122, WL second, passed 5-0-0.

REQUESTS FOR DEVIATION

REQUESTS FOR EXTENSION

NEW BUSINESS

This time is reserved for topics that the chair did not reasonably anticipate would be discussed.

1. New Conservation Committee Member – MS has a few interested parties.
PUBLIC HEARINGS

7:15 24__ MA Audubon, Daniel Webster Sanctuary & Green Harbor River - MS read notice of public hearing.  Sue MacCallum, and Robert Buchsbaum, MA Audubon, present. Ms. MacCallum said Audubon would like to restore grass land areas that Phragmites has taken over.  Have opportunity through State grant to work on site.  Two acres abutting the Green Harbor River and 4.5 acres inland.  Mr. Buchsbaum said there will be cutting and herbicide use which will be done with backpack sprayers.  Grant will pay for herbicide treatment for about 6.5 acres.  RC asked what grows back after Phragmites are killed.  Mr. Buchsbaum said marsh fern.  Ms. MacCullum passed out photos of one area taken 12 years ago and 2 weeks ago, showing how overgrown the area has become.  FW asked if spraying will take care of about 99%; Ms. MacCallum said that’s what they’re hoping.  MS asked the name of herbicide; Glyphasol – Aquamask.  Mr. Buchsbaum passed out pamphlets describing the herbicide.  FW asked when the work would be done. Mr. Buchsbaum said probably in the fall would be best.  JW received a copy of comments from DMF; they recommended that time of year to protect eels in the river. JW stated he is in favor of this kind of Phragmites control.  Long term project – how long do you think that effort will go on?  Mr. Buchsbaum said they would be vigilant about it; goal is to get it to a point where there’s little effort needed in the future.  MS asked if they will come back to control other Phragmites there in the future; Mr. Buchsbaum said they hope to.  WL asked how the outcome would be evaluated.  Ms. MacCullum said they want to see mapping results.  MS – really don’t have a baseline to find out what’s there now.  Ms. MacCullum said this chemical has been in use for a number of years.  MS- Don’t want it going on for 20 years unchecked.  JW – we did a lot of vegetation baseline information from 2007 or 2008 for the Green Harbor River Restoration project.  JW – if you do nothing in this instance, Phragmites will overrun the entire area.  Waiting for NHESP response and file number from the State.  MS motion to continue to 8/7 at 7:45, CK second, passed 5-0-0.       
7:30 2357 Roderick, 20 Rexhame Road– Mr. & Mrs. Roderick and Kevin Maguire present and several abutters.  There are four new members on the Commission since last meeting.  MS told Mr. Maguire they will need to re-advertise and re-notify abutters.  Mr. Maguire can submit plans and leave them with us.  Mr. Maguire explained that the Roderick’s were originally proposing to raise the seawall built in 1975.  Abutters to the north raised the issue of whether or not the seawall was on Roderick’s property.  Roderick’s have had a survey done by Stenbeck & Taylor. The wall is 8” over in the front part of the wall and the section they want to raise is 2” over.  Roderick’s have now decided to rip the whole wall down and bring new one a foot over onto the property line and rebuild it.  JW noted they will need the permission from the abutter who owns the property with the 2” of wall.  
Other authorities will have to give their approval – State agencies.  Mr. Maguire said it’s above mean high water – the Town seawall was just reconstructed from next to this property to Brant Rock and the Town did not need a 91 license; Roderick’s would fall under same issue.  Karen Slawson asked if the proposal would include replanting if/when seawall is rebuilt; Mr. Maguire said he does not think that would be a problem.  Would like to continue to August 21st.  MS motion to continue to 8/21/12 at 7:45, CK second, passed 5-0-0.
MS motion to adjourn at 9:00 p.m., WL second, passed 5-0-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Lois Keenliside

Marshfield Conservation Commission

PAGE  
4

