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A, INTRODUCTION AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents the results of the management assessment of the Marshfield Public Works
Department conducted by the University of Massachusetts Boston’s Edward 1. Collins, Jr. Center
for Public Management (“the Center”).

This first Section introduces the analysis — outlining principal objectives and how the analysis
was conducted — and presents an Executive Summary.

1. AUDIT SCOPE AND OBIJECTIVES.

The project team conducted a comprehensive organizational and management analysis of the
Department’s existing operations, service levels, infrastructure management, organizational
structures, and staffing levels. The analysis was fact-based and included all aspects of service
provision by the Department. The analysis focused on: '

. Organizational structure, including the division of labor, manager/supervisor spans of
control, and potential for consolidation of currentiy-separate functions;

. Effectiveness of staffing levels including, but not be limited to, staff assignments,
workload, training, and cost-effectiveness of service levels and service delivery; and

. Benchmarks and other objective indicators of program effectiveness.
The approach of the project team in meeting this scope is described below.

. Developed an understanding of the key issues impacting the Public Works Department.
The Center conducted interviews with Pubtic Works Department management and staff,
as well as with the Town Administrator and staff in other Town departments. Interviews
focused on goals and objectives, management systems, the use of technology, the

levels of service provided by the Department, the resources available to provide those
services, etc.

. Developed a descriptive profile of the Public Works Department. The Center conducted
interviews with Departmental managers and staff to document the current organization
of services, the structure and functions of the Department, budgets, workload data,
management systems, inventory of the infrastructure, etc.

. Compared Public Works Department programs and practices to ‘best management
practices.” The best management practices included the American Public Works

]
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Association’s, Public Works Management Practices Manual, standards developed by the
American Water Works Association, and the experience of the project team.

- Evaluated the staffing, organizational structure, and service levels in the Public Works
Department. This included interviews with key staff to develop an understanding of the
current service delivery model, evaluation of the adequacy of current service levels,
work practices, work planning and scheduling systems, productivity and staffing jevels,
the plan of organization, and asset management.

The objective of this assessment was to identify opportunities for improvement in the
operational, organizational and economic efficiencies of the Department, and to identify
practicable opportunities for enhancing the quality of its and services.

2. THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT FOLLOWS NUMBER OF BEST PRACTICES.

An organizational and management analysis by its nature focuses on opportunities for

improvement. However, there are a number of strengths in the Public Works Department.
Examples of these strengths are portrayed below.

. The Equipment Maintenance Division employs a preventive maintenance program that
appears to be administered in accordance with the prescribed schedule.

. The Town has replaced its distribution infrastructure in an exemplary manner. The
Water Division experienced only four water main break last year, which is well below

the expected frequency for a system with over 200 linear miles of line.

. The Water Division is replacing its water meters with meters that can be read and
recorded remotely.

. The Department has recently purchased a bucket truck that will allow it to trim trees at
heights not previously possible with in-house personnel.

. The Recycling Unit employs a number of best practices related to disseminating
information, programmatic initiatives, and the utility of its website.

These strengths provide a sound basis for further enhancements.
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3. IMPROVEMENT OPPORTUNITIES.

The assessment of the Public Works Department identified many recommendations for
improvement that the Center believes should provide the basis for positive change in the
coming years. These recommendations fall into four major improvement areas including:

1. Management systems;

2. Preventive maintenance;

3. Organizational transition; and

4. Cost effective service delivery.
Each of these major points in the improvement agenda are briefly summarized below.
{1) Management Systems

The driving forces behind any high-performing organization are clear direction and the
management systems that communicate and translate policy into action. The Public Works
Department has experienced a high degree of top-level management turnover in the past
several years, and this has not fostered either clear and consistent direction or any
commitment to management systems. The current Department Superintendent has some
experience in the use of automated management systems and has made it clear that these will
be installed in the near future. Generaily, however, at the current time managers and
supervisors have little information available through automated and summarized means with
which to make key service delivery and budgetary decisions.

The Public Waorks Department faces a number of challenges in using its resources more
efficiently and effectively, and mere importantly, in redirecting resources and investing in
maintenance and preservation of the Town's assets. The Department is limited in its ability to
address these challenges as a result of the lack of management systems and, in some cases, the
lack of functional expertise in critical areas, which the project team addresses in this report.

The management of the Public Works Department needs fo enhance the management systems
within each of its respective divisions through such steps as:

. Investing in a new, standardized computerized maintenance management system
{CMMS) to lay the foundation for a standardized approach to work management and for
data accumulation. The Superintendent has indicated that a CMMS will be purchased
and installed; however, this had not been effected during the time of the project team’s
on site work. '
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= . Developing formal work planning and scheduling systems;

. Developing comprehensive goals, objectives, performance measures and reporting
systems.

The Public Works Department should employ these management systems to make its
respective divisions places where performance is centered around goals that serve to drive
their operations.

(2) Preventive Maintenance of the Infrastructure

Marshfield taxpayers have a significant investment in buildings, parks equipment, streets,
sidewalks, traffic signals, water and wastewater utilities, collection systems and distribution
systems, as well as stormwater collection systems, sea walls, and other structures. Preserving
these assets prolongs their useful lives and reduces their long-term maintenance and
rehabilitation costs. This is the primary objective of preventive maintenance.

The lack of a comprehensive work order management system prohibits the determination as to
whether the Public Works Department is preventively maintaining the Town's infrastructure on
a comprehensive basis. So, for example, although it is reported that the collection system has
been video-recorded to some degree to determine the degree of infiltration and intrusion,
there is no documentation of the precise locations, and there is no plan of action for the
inspection of the rest of the system on any systematic basis. Further, there is no record of
manhole inspections, gate valve exercising, or other preventive maintenance activities.

The Department should pursue a comprehensive effort to ensure the efficient and effective
preventive maintenance of those assets assigned to its respective divisions. This includes such
efforts as:

. " Developing and implementing strategies for the preventive maintenance of the Town'’s
street system, and expansion of the non-structural overlays such as chip seal;

. Developing and implementing strategies for the preventive maintenance system of the
Town’s water distribution systems, including valve exercising, fire hydrant maintenance,
etc.;

. Investigating opportunities to outsource certain maintenance functions and activities

that may be more cost-effectively provided by private contractors.

Preventive maintenance improves an asset’s operating efficiency, prevents premature
replacement, and avoids interruptions in service for residents. Preventive maintenance reduces
long-term costs by maximizing the operating capacities of an asset, minimizing downtime, and

T e e ———— e}
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avoiding breakdowns that would otherwise lead to higher repair costs later.

The effective preventive maintenance of these assets must be an essential goal of the Public
Works Department — one that is utilized to judge the effectiveness of the Department’s
management.

(3) Organizational Effectiveness

Optimizing organizational structure is imperative in ensuring cost-effective, efficient, and
effective services. A well-designed structure minimizes reporting levels, enhances
communications, eliminates duplication and inter-divisional hand-offs, and even reduces cost.
The project team has analyzed the organizational structure of the Department, as well as the
intra-divisional structures, and has made recommendations in this report that consolidate
administrative functions in order to maximize efficiencies and to reduce the overlap of
functions.

(4) Cost-Effective Service Delivery

The Public Works Department faces a number of challenges, including fiscal limitations and
aging infrastructure. An effective response of the Department to these challenges requires that
it transform how it conducts business by installing accountability systems for managers and
supervisors, and by reengineering work processes.

The Public Works Department should reduce costs and increase productivity, performance, and
service levels by redesigning and reengineering the way some services are delivered. This could
entail certain steps, including the following:

. Selective use of contracting out services to evaluate opportunities to reduce costs while
maintaining adequate levels of service;

. Ensuring that department managers have access to timely financial data to enable them
to manage the budgets for which they have been given responsibility.

The Public Works Department should take steps to assure that it effectively utilizes existing
resources, and looks for opportunities to leverage external resources such as private service
providers to ensure maximum value and benefit to Town residents.
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4, EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Center has prepared the following summary of the recommendations and their fiscal
impacts contained in the report.
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B. MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

Management accountability is the expectation that managers are responsible for the quality
and timeliness of program performance, increasing productivity, controlling costs, mitigating
adverse aspects of agency operations, and assuring that programs are managed with integrity
and in compliance with applicable laws.

This section evaluates the management systems and practices within the Department, as well
as the management systems infrastructure required to ensure that managers can monitor and
report their status and progress against accepted measures of accountability. This includes
goals, objectives, and performance measures, and it includes a communication plan designed to
inform and engage Town management, staff, and Selectmen.

1. THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT SHOULD DEVELOP ASSET INVENTORIES FOR THE
ASSETS ASSIGNED TO IT FOR MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR.

Interviews conducted by the project team indicated that although managers and supervisors
generally knew the types and volumes of their assigned assets (e.g., numbers of vehicles
maintained, number of linear miles of roadway, distribution line, collection lines, pump
stations, etc.), there is little recording of some of the substructure (number of gate valves,
number of manholes, catch basins, etc.), and no recording of the associated spatial data.

The Public Works Department should develop a comprehensive inventory of its assets. To do
this, the Department should identify who will collect the data, and how it will be obtained.
Further, there must be a recognition on the parts of managers and supervisors of the
usefulness of the data, and that it will be used to aid managers and supervisors in their work.
The data should initially be used to develop a preventive maintenance program, which the
divisions of the Depariment have not performed, for the most part, for several years.
Interviews indicate that staff believe that corrective actions consume almost all available time;
however, the Department should begin o focus more attention on preventive maintenance
activities since these will decrease the time allocated to corrective actions over time. In this
regard, the Water Division has been fortunate to have replaced much of its infrastructure in
recent years; however, not all infrastructure for which other divisions are responsible has been
replaced in such a timely manner.

There are many public works organizations in the State and, in fact, across the country, that are
in far worse situations than the Marshfield DPW in terms of staffing levels, as recent economic
conditions have forced many departments to leave vacant positions unfilled, and even to
eliminate staff. Although Marshfield has seen some reductions in Operations in recent years,
the overall staffing contingent of the Department is the same today as it was in 2002.
Therefore, staffing levels are not the issue when determining whether to make the
commitment to documenting asset locations, developing a preventive maintenance program
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for these assets, and documenting the maintenance that has been performed. The real
impetus for this change must come from managers and supervisors who must, themselves,
recognize the managerial and planning benefits of such a system, and make a commitment to
instituting the proper rigor and discipline among field staff members to effectuate it. This
commitment should precede the purchase and installation of any computerized maintenance
management system (CMMS), as the accuracy and usefulness of any data entered into such a
system is a direct reflection of the commitment of the personnel involved in its application.

An asset management policy is the starting point for unifying asset management practices
across the Department. Without this, alignment and consistent management control is not
possible. The Department should develop formal, written policies and procedures regarding
asset management that are related to clear goals, objectives, and measures of performance.
These should define organizational roles and responsibilities in the implementation of the asset
management policy and procedure. .

Before beginning the initial asset inventory, the DPW should install and familiarize al! data
personnel who will be involved in data entry with the software and hardware tools, the
required data, and data collection and entry procedures. Training could be provided to all team
members. Since the initial inventory will involve manual data collection, the Department could
develop electronic forms to gather the information in the field.

Further, the DPW should conduct a pilot program to ensure the asset inventory data collection
meets needs and expectations. The assets selected for the pilot program should be limited in
size. Once pilot program data are in the system, both the data and the process could be
reviewed and quality controlled. Based upon the findings of the pilot project, the Department
could revisit the timeframe for collecting the asset inventory data.

Recommendation: Commit to the development of an asset inventory. This inventory shouid
define the asset, its value, its location, its maintenance frequency, its maintenance services,
and the individual or division that is responsible and accountable for its maintenance and
repair. Further, this inventory system should be accompanied by a system of policies and
procedures that define not only the maintenance processes involved in ensuring that its
optimum life cycle is achieved, but the labor, materials, and equipment required for
accomplishing each maintenance task. This particular element of the recommendation will
be addressed in Section 5, below,
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2. THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT SHOULD INVEST IN A NEW COMPUTERIZED
MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (CMMS).

The Marshfield DPW does not currently have a functioning CMMS. The Wastewater Division
does possess the Hach Wymms CMMS that was purchased several years ago; however, even
this system is not functioning in that Division, as it is not populated with the inventory of major
maintenance systems at the plant and outlying structures.

There are many benefits of a CMMS. These include not just the obvious benefit of tracking and
justifying the cfates, employees, locations and descriptions of work performed, but they also
can be used to define appropriate service levels that are achievable with a given number of
fabor hours, and at a defined level of productivity. The benefits of increased productivity are
that the same work levels may be accomplished at less cost, or more work will be accomplished
for the same cost, with work quality remaining constant.

The benefits of effective service-level control are not so obvious. Maintenance managers
typically think in terms of increased performance, without considering the impacts on the
guantities of work accomplished. For example, if the Department’s productivity related to
asphalt patching is doubled, should twice as much asphalt patching be performed, or should
the resources be utilized to accomplish other required services? In other words, increased
productivity is less meaningful if the effort has not been made to identify how much work
needs to be performed, and to control that level of service.

The Public Works Department should utilize the maintenance management system to enable
the identification of the services provided {e.g., gate valve exercising), the levels of service (e.g.,
gates are exercised biannually), the outputs of each of these services {e.g., the number of gate
valves exercised and the percentage of the total system that this represents}, and the cost of
those services in terms of the total cost and the cost per unit of output.

This maintenance management system should be a standard one, and one that is utilized within
each division of the Department that is responsible for maintaining infrastructure. The
components of a successful maintenance management system include the following:

. The number and type of maintenance features (physical assets), and the condition of
these features, should be documented. These are major factors in determining the
types and amounts of work needed.

. Maintenance management is based upon work activities. Work activities should be
defined for the significant maintenance work that is performed. Definitions should
include an activity code, title, description, work unit, and inventory unit. Such complete
descriptions of activities are referred to as Activity Guidelines and provide standards of

- performance for individuals and crews by setting forth the quality and quantity of

o e e e e e ]
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results anticipated from each activity.

. An annual work program and budget should be prepared. The activity-based work
program and budget represent the products of the planning process and summarize the
kinds and amounts of work planned, the productivity of the work force, and the costs of
the planned work. It also provides the basis for managing the annual work effort.

a An annual work calendar should be prepared showing the monthly distribution of
planned maintenance activities. Labor, equipment, and material resource requirements
needed to accomplish the planned workload should also be identified.

) Work scheduling procedures should be developed. The preparation of annual, seasonal,
and short-term schedules, as well as daily plans, can provide guidance in achieving
annual work program goals.

. Reports that will show work accomplishment and cost data, and a comparison of
planned and actual work program accomplishment, should be prepared. These should
comprise a primary piece of the monthly work report provided by the Department
Superintendent to the Board and to the Town Administrator.

. Linking a database and geographic information systems (GiS) provides more options to
analyze asset information.

- A GIS can display asset symbols on a map with links to their corresponding
database records. The GIS provides the ability to analyze data based on
geographic information, allowing patterns to emerge on a map that may not be
as ohvious in rows and columns of data.

- Asset information can be shared in a visual format that is often better
understood by others, including the Board of Selectmen and the public.

- Finding an asset’s location is faster and easier with the help of a map.

The steps that need to be accomplished before the automated maintenance management
system can be effectively utilized are described in the following sub-sections.

Recommendation: The Department should invest in a new computerized maintenance
management system to develop an annual work program and scheduling plan. This CMMS
should he the primary vehicle by which the Department reports on work activity and the
productivity of the resources utilized in accomplishing work in accordance with the work
plan. An added benefit of the system would be its compatibility with the Town’s payroll
system, which will, in the future, potentially allow for the direct entry of tasks and labor

W
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hours directly into the system in order to monitor and report the tasks in which the
Department is expending its time.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD DEVELOP AN INVENTORY OF WORK ACTIVITIES 1T
PERFORMS IN THE MAINTENANCE OF ITS INFRASTRUCTURE.

The Superintendent, managers, and supervisors in the Public Works Department should define
the work activities performed by their crews, including those that consume the majority of staff
work hours and all forms of leave. In other words, all staff hours for each employee’s year of
work shou!d be included within the system. The work activities need to be carefully defined to
assure that the same terminology is used for the work performed by staff, so that the same
activity is recorded the same way, and in the same category, each time it is performed. Each of
these work activities should define the unit of measure. Examples of work activities and units of
measure are provided below.

Pothole patching Tons of asphalt
Base repair Square yards
Skin patching Square yards
Catch basin cleaning Number of catch basins
Sewer televising Linear feet
Vehicle Maintenance Preventive labor hours, unscheduled labor hours

Some divisions of the Department currently at least capture the fundamental elements of a
particular task in manually-completed work sheets. However, the project team recommends
going another set of steps in these divisions to ensure that the work activities used are
comprehensive and meaningful in terms of their usefulness in management decision-making.
Further, the data collected on these manual sheets shouid be entered into a CMMS.

Recommendation: Develop a comprehensive set of work activities performed by each
division in the Public Works Department.

4. DEFINE THE LEVELS OF SERVICE TO BE PROVIDED.

it is common in Public Works operations to assume that the unpredictability of work and work
locations makes annual planning infeasible or, at best, a widely varying target. While the basic
“unpredictability” assumption is true, it does not negate the value of planning efforts related to
historically-probable events. The project team has noted the fact that activities are being
accomplished in the field, and are generally being accomplished in a low-cost manner.
However, there are at least three concerns regarding the accomplished work that the project
team noted during the conduct of the study. These include the following:
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. With relatively few exceptions, the activities performed the DPW appear to be
performed almost solely in reaction to requests for services. The Equipment
Maintenance section preventively maintains vehicles and equipment, and the Water
Division reports that it exercises gates as it can; however, there is largely no orientation
toward proactive maintenance of the infrastructure.

. Managers have not actively sought information which would enable them to anticipate
workloads, location and timing of services, and staffing needs for the various crews
under their supervision.

. Managers in some operational areas lack the functional expertise required to act in the
capacity of directing field operations, and some who possess field expertise are not
experienced managers.

Although each of the above issues present separate problems, they are related insofar as the
lack of historical workioad measurement data prevents the establishment of meaningful
targeted service levels for the Department. In order to define what impacts resource additions
or reductions will have upon work output and service levels, it is imperative to possess the data
that will facilitate the analysis. ‘

Levels of service should vary depending on the type of infrastructure and intensity of use. For
the purposes of maintenance management, service levels must be specific. Examples of specific
service-level standards in parks maintenance might include the following:

. Turf area to be mowed weekly during dry season — grass height 2".

) Fertilization of the turf area should be completed with a balanced fertilizer such as 16-6-
8 annually once during the summer.

e  Turf aeration_should be completed during the spring white the grounds are still soft from
winter moisture,

. Swings and play equipment shall be inspected on a weekly basis and serviced if
required.

Some judgment will be needed in applying the standards, but they should provide specific and
useful guidelines in terms of what maintenance should be performed and what maintenance
can be deferred. These standards are useful in determining the amount of work needed to
attain desired levels of service. In some cases, these standards will also need to be expressed
guantitatively as well.

Recommendation: The - Department, in conjunction with the Board and the Town
Administrator, should define the service levels that are appropriate to be accomplished.

i ——
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5. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD DEVELOP PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.

The next step in deploying a maintenance management system is to define the work to be
done. The work must be identified in terms that are measurable and that can be related to
resource requirements on a consistent basis. The work activities should be identified by name
(such as pothole patching). These specific work activities account for most of the annual
workload — typically 85% to 90%. The remaining 10% to 15% of the workload is usually
comprised of relatively minor activities that can be grouped as “miscellaneous.” Examples will
depend on the specific work types of the Department, but may include seldom-performed
activities such as fence installation or repair, transporting items between buildings, etc.

A standard should be developed to define a level of service for a specific activity. That is, the
standard is used to define the amount of work that needs to be done to provide the desired
level of service. These are established fargely on the basis of experience; however, best
practices in the industry can be utilized as guides as well. Once established, a value can be used
as a standard and may be adjusted upward or downward to raise or lower the level of service
for, for example, pothole patching.

These standards are used to define the best way to accomplish each activity. The optimum
crew size and equipment complements are specified, along with the major materials needed
and the preferred procedure for doing the work. Also, the expected amount of work to be
accomplished each day is specified, based on using the standard over a period of time under
average conditions. With a total of 73 employees, Marshfield’s Public Works Department is
relatively small, and it is more the rule than the exception that the work of a specific crew is
interrupted to respond to either an emergency or to an activity with a higher importance.
Therefore, it may be more meaningful for the Department to express expected work outputs
not on a daily basis, but on a half-day, or even hourly, basis. Whatever output basis is selected,
each standard should include at least six components:

. A brief description of the specific work involved — the work that is to be performed by
the crew;
- The frequency with which the work should be performed (or the level of service) and

the criteria for scheduling the work;

. The crew size required for the job;

. The equipment, material, and tools needed;

- The performance expectations for each job or average daily productivity; and
. The recommended procedures_for completing the job.

W
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A sample performance standard for cleaning culverts and pipes is presented in the exhibit on
the following page.

Recommendation: Once all activities have been defined, performance standards should be
defined, which outline, for each major activity, the methods of accomplishment, crew sizes,
levels of service, the probable materials needed, and the expected average daily production
levels to be achieved. A sample of such a performance standard has been provided.
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Example of a Performance Standard

EXHIBIT

SAMPLE PERFORMANCE STANDARD FOR THE OPERATIONS DIVISION

Activity No.:

S-001

Activity Name:

Gravel Replacement

Pescription and Purpose:

Blading and compacting gravel roads to restore cross section and grade, with the addition of crushed or screened

rock to filt low spots and replace lost material.

Schedule

Perform on areas with severe potholes, washboard, rutting, raveling {loss of fines), or base rock showing. This
typically should occur during months of relatively calrn and cool weather, such as March, Aprll, September,

October.

Authorized by:

Superintendent

Level of Service:

Ensure smooth transportation over gravel roads.
Should perform once per three months, or as significant
wash-outs occur,

Crew Sizes:

1 MEO3
1 MEO?Z

Equipment:

1 Grader
1 Pickup
3 Durmnp Truck
1 Street Roller
1 Water Truck
1 Loader

Work Method:

1. Regraveling is performed when planned

2. Perform on roads which have lost a considerable
amount of gravel

. Place safety sign as necessary

. Water road throughout operation

. Blade surface material from road edges to center

. Spread gravel along center

. Blade and smooth to proper crown and grade

. Compact surface and remove signs

o~ AW

Material:

150 cubic yards of 5/8” crushed gravel

Average Daily Production

150 cubic yards
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6. DEVELOP A FORMAL WORK PLANNING AND SCHEDULING SYSTEM.

This task involves the development of a formal work scheduling system, the objective of which
is to ensure that the planned amount of work is done. After the annual work program is
approved, division supervisors must have a simple method of authorizing and scheduling work
to ensure that the work program is carried out as planned. Usually, monthly schedules are
prepared, using the annual work calendar as a guide. To the extent possible, the planned work
should be carried out and every effort should be made to stay on schedule.

If activities such as storm damage repairs and cleanup, snow removal, etc., are greater than
planned, the work program will have to be adjusted or additional funds will be requested to
complete the planned work.

A sample annual work program for the Operations Division is presented in the exhibit on the
following page.

The project team examined the work activity reporting forms that each of the operating
divisions utilizes currently. (For illustration, three of these are provided in Appendix D of this
report.) While each does, in fact, capture the basic elements of the work (e.g., date, crew
member, activity, location), they do not capture labor hours or materials and equipment used,
and they are not input into an electronic work order reporting system to summarize the types
of activities and the time expended on the various sub-elements of the jobs. Further, the
activities are simply described in free-form text, leaving open the possibility that the same
activity could be described differently depending upon either the day or the individual assigning
the work.

The only automated system by which work is received and reported in the Department resides
in the Highway garage, where the Dispatcher receives calls either requesting work or reporting
problems. These requests may be received from the public, from internal Town departments,
or even by the division performing the work. The Dispatcher receives the call, logs the
request/problem in the “Work Request” (see Appendix C), and completes some of the forms as
the work is called in as being completed. The Dispatcher reports that these forms are
completed most consistently for Water Division work, but seldom for Highway Division work. In
no case is the work summarized in any meaningful way in order to determine where crews are
expending time.

O O
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In short, the data that are being recorded are sufficient only to record the completion of
an event, and the likely location of a specific crew member on a particular day. Each
division should begin the accumulation of the major work activities performed and
should begin to categorize these to facilitate analysis. The project team has provided a
sample of these work activities for the Streets Division on the next page. This sample is
not intended to be a full listing of the activities performed by the Highways section, but
rather is provided in order to facilitate the process of determining the types of activities
each division should be developing, and at what level of detail.

Although the presence of a manual work activity system such as is present in the Public
Works Department’s component divisions currently is an excellent step, none of the
data are being used to define the desired levels of service that should be provided.

Recommendation: The Department of Public Works should develop a formal work
planning and scheduling system.

ey
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Exhibit
LIST OF MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES FOR STREETS DIVISION
Work Inventory

4002.100 Street Maintenance

iV

111 Gravel replacement Cubic Yards Road mile

112 Pothole repair Tons Paved road mile
113 Crack sealing Hours Paved road mile
114 . Blade patching Tons Paved road mile
115 Seal coating Tons Paved road mile
116 Shoulder maintenance Shouider miles Shoulder mile
117 Shoulder repair Cubic Yards Shoulder mile

4002.200 Drainage

211 Ditching with grader Ditch mile Ditch mile
212 Ditching with ditcher Ditch foot Ditch mile
213 Culvert cleaning Culverts Culverts
214 Culvert repair/replace Linear feet Culverts

4002 .300 Structures

311 Bridge maintenance Hours Bridges

312 Bridge repair Hours Bridges

4002 .400 Traffic

411 Sidewalk maintenance Hours Sidewalk segments
412 Special purpose paths Hours Paths

413 Sign maintenance Signs Signs

414 Guardrail maint/repair Linear feet Road miles

AL Snow/ice control Hours Road miles

W
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7. A MONTHLY PERFORMANCE REPORT SHOULD BE GENERATED COMPARING
PLANNED VERSUS ACTUAL PERFORMANCE AND COSTS.

This last step of the planning and work programming initiative involves the development
of a work reporting system. Manual daily production activity reporting sheets are being
used in the component divisions of DPW to track labor, locations, and dates for
maintenance activities. These log sheets should be standardized among all divisions, as
there are multiple forms utilized currently. This will become a relatively important facet
of operations as the Department makes the transition to a common CMMS, as the
standardized form will facilitate input by clerical staff. The Superintendent and division
managers and supervisors should promptly review these work reports to ensure that
they were completed properly and to determine if the performance standards were
substantially followed, and to make a determination as to the reasonableness of the
units of measure accomplished during the day. Significant variations should be followed
up to determine the cause and, if necessary, take corrective action.

A system should be developed to summarize the daily work reports on a monthly basis
to produce performance measurement reports. The Superintendent should be required
to provide a monthly status report to the Town Administrator and Board of Public
Works, which should be more than a simple statement of the work that was
accomplished. It should reflect not only this, but also the efficiency and effectiveness of
the resources utilized, and the degree to which the actual performance met the
objectives stated in the monthly plan. For example, the performance measurement
data generated by this report could include:

. A comparison of planned versus actual staff hours per work activity for the
previous month and year-to-date for each work activity;

. A comparison of actual versus planned work output {e.g., numbers of vehicles
scheduled for preventive maintenance vs. the number entering the garage for
PM within 48 hours of schedule) per month and year-to-date for each work
activity; -

. A unit cost analysis that compares the planned versus actual unit costs for each
work activity per month and year-to-date; and

. A comparison of actual productivity (work output per staff hour} versus the
expected productivity as stated in the performance standards.

Recommendation: The Public Works Department should generate a monthly
performance report comparing planned versus actual performance and costs. The
intent of the monthly performance report is to report actual accompiishments against

M
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the annual work plan. This report should provide the basis for both directors” monthly
performance reports to the Town Administrator and Board of Public Works.

W
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C. ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE

This section of the report analyzes the organizational structure of the Department of
Public Works. The section begins with a review of the current organizational structure.

The Department of Public Works is organized along the following functional lines of
supervisory and reporting authority.

Fuperiendent.of
. Public Warks
[
] | } 1
Cio Water o - Wastewater - - ....Dirgctorof - - s Town
A supevisor - -, Chigf Operatar - i Dperations =+ - Engineers oo

s Highway - -
- Forérgan <.

- Cemeterles, Trees
- & Greens Forerman |

Equipment

l‘ ;o Teanster -

U skatien i

A more detailed organizational chart with respect to each position type is provided in
the descriptive profile, as an attachment to this report. In addition to the divisional
structures presented above, the Department has several administrative and clerical
employees distributed throughout its component divisions. Given that all but two of
these administrative and clerical employees are physicaily located at Town Hall on the
second floor, the presentation of the various organizational structures provided in the
descriptive profile perhaps provides the reader with an inaccurate perception of the
proximity of these employees to the field staff to whom they provide support. The table
below presents the clerical and administrative staff, and their locations, in the
Department.

M
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Department Secretary Town Hall

Payroll Technician Town Hall

Engineering Administrative Clerk Town Hall

Recycling Coordinator {effectively % time clerical) | Town Hall

Water Administrative Clerk {2) Town Hall

Wastewater Administrative Clerk Wastewater Treatment Plant
Highway Secretary Highway Barn

Total Administrative and Clerical Positions 7.5 Full Time Equivalent (FTE)

Therefore, as can be seen from the above table, there are eight administrative and

clerical employees in the Department (effectively 7.5 FTE of clerical and administrative
* support), of which six (6) are physically stationed at Town Hall. In addition to these 7.5
FTEs, the Department currently has a Dispatcher at the Highway Barn. Although this
employee is performing clerical duties related to receiving phone requests for work, the
position itself is not classified as clerical. This position’s duties will be addressed in a
later section of the report.

The 7.5 administrative and clerical positions in the Department support a field and
technical staff of 65.5 employees, including the Superintendent. This equates to a ratio
of 8.7 field staff to one administrative and clerical position in the Department.

There is no “correct” ratio of administrative support staff to technical and operational
staff. These ratios are dependent upon such factors as geographical dispersion of staff
supported, workload reporting requirements, public interaction, maturity of the
maintenance and financial reporting systems, and others. However, in the experience
of the project team, “typical” support staff ratios vary between 1:9 to 1:25 or more for
small to medium sized infrastructure maintenance organizations. This places the
Marshfield Public Works Department slightly below to the lower end of the typical
range. However, the ratios do vary according to the physical location of the clerical staff.
Although the numbers of clerical and administrative staff are relatively high, in the
project team’s estimation, there are other factors that are impacting this ratio that, if
addressed properly, could lower the ratios over time. These include the following:

. The administrative and clerical staff do not utilize automated systems to any
significant degree. The project team’s observations of the work methods in the
Department indicate a very high level of reliance on manual systems and
processes. It is unlikely that any single one of these is, in itself, responsible for
the relatively high number of clerical and administrative staff; however, the
cumulative effect is, in all probability, very large. Time and attendance data are
transmitted manually from the field staff, are manually totaled, and are manually
transmitted to the Accounting Department. Further, engineering drawings are
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all manually filed, with no electronic scanning utilized. As has been noted above,
to the extent that work activities are recorded at all, they too utilize manual
systems. Even purchase requests and purchase orders are manual processes.

. There has been little training of the clerical and administrative staff in
automated systems. This is an issue that will be addressed later in the report;
however, it is clear from interviews within and outside the Department that the
DPW staff has received effectively no training in even the basic elements of
automated accounting systems, payroll, or purchase order processing. Further,
even training in basic electronic spreadsheet creation and technigues has not
been provided to the staff.

. The allocation of duties among administrative and clerical staff is not optimal.
There are several clerical employees in the Department who process invoices
and interact with the Town’s Accounting Division for payments. On the other
hand, there are relatively few clerical employees who are trained to process
payroli in a back-up capacity.

. The administrative and clerical staff do not work effectively as a unit. ltis
unique in the project team’s experience to raise inter-personal dysfunction as an
issue in a report; however, it must be noted here, as it is clearly an impediment
to efficient operations in the Public Works Department. In fact, this situation
reached such a critical juncture during the course of the study that an outside
consultant was engaged specifically to address the dysfunction and to make
recommendations to abate it.

Addressing any one of the above points is unlikely to reduce the number of required
administrative and clerical staff in the DPW. However, as was noted, the cumuiative
effect of the inefficiencies in the office is that the performance of work has taken on a
“silo” effect, whereby, for instance, one administrative employee is responsible for
processing Water invoices, another processes Solid Waste and Recycling invoices,
another processes Cemetery, Highway and Parks invoices, and yet another processes all
others. The project team noted in an interview that the Town’s Accounting Department
sometimes cannot recall which employee to contact for which set of invoices submitted
for payment.

Underlying all issues, however, is the dysfunction of the interpersonal relationships in
the Office. As was noted, this issue had risen to a level during the project of needing to
be addressed by an outside consultant. The Center project team defers to the
recornmendations made by that consultant to rectify the issue; however, the project
team strongly recommends that it be addressed in whatever manner is deemed
appropriate by the Town. From organizational and operational efficiency standpoints,
which are the bases upon which this study is focused, the issue represents an
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impediment that must be removed. Simply introducing technological advances, proper
training, and reallocating work activities among the existing staff is, in the project team’s
view, unlikely to result in the needed efficiencies without a much stronger commitment
on the parts of the administrative staff to foster a greater level of teamwork.

The project team has noted that the number of administrative and clerical staff in the
Department currently are sufficient, if not more than sufficient, in terms of overall
numbers to support the technical and field staff. The team has also noted, however,
that there are impediments to reducing staff at the current time, and the project team
provides recommendations to address these issues in the pages that follow.
Nevertheless, it is recommended that the Department assess its ability to reallocate
duties and responsibilities among remaining staff as vacancies occur. The overall
objective shouid be to consolidate administrative duties, and to target a staffing ratio in
the range of one administrative/clerical employee per 15 to 20 technical and field
employees.

The following sections address these issues and provide recommendations to create a
stronger and more efficient administrative organization, with the underlying assumption
being that these interpersonal issues can be successfully addressed.

1. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD CONSOLIDATE CLERICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE
FUNCTIONS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A NEWLY-CREATED POSITION OF
BUSINESS MANAGER.

The project team has noted, above, the issues related to the lack of technology use, the
fragmentation of duties, and even issues related to interpersonal communications
within the administrative office of the DPW. These issues must be resoived in order for
the Department to function at full efficiency and effectiveness.

The Superintendent of the Department has been in the position for less than two years
and has focused to a large degree on operational considerations. Prior to the current
Superintendent’s tenure, the position of Superintendent had been occupied by a
number of incumbents over the past several years, which has resulted in a lack of
continuity and consistent direction for the administrative staff. This has undoubtedly
contributed, at least partially, to the current problems noted above.

There are several factors unique to the situation in the Marshfield DPW that mitigate in
favor of a consolidation of the administrative functions under a unified organizational
structure. However, even in the absence of these factors, there are compelling reasons
for the Department to consider this consolidation, and these are based upon commonly-
accepted principles of organizational design that relate to the efficient use of resources,
and the facilitation of communication and coordination. For this reason, the project
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team recommends that the Department consolidate all administrative and clerical
positions under the direction of a newliy-created position of Business Manager. This
position should be responsible for the allocation of duties to specific employees after an
assessment of their individual strengths. This allocation of duties should also include a
designation of a back-up employee, or employees, for each function. Given the
importance, and the time-critical nature, of the payroll function, however, it is
recommended that all administrative and clerical employees be cross-trained in this
important function.

In addition to the assignment of primary duties to specific employees, the position of
Business Manager will also be critical in balancing the workloads of the administrative
staff on a daily and ongoing basis. It is likely, for example, that workioads related to
Recycling Center sticker sales, procurement of supplies and services, filing of
engineering drawings, and other routine functions will occur evenly and within
predictable time periods. Currently, due to the “siloed” nature of work responsibilities
in the office, when workloads decrease during certain periods of the day, week, or even
seasons, the staff are not reallocated to maximize productivity. The Business Manager
will be responsible for recognizing these periods, and even anticipating their occurrence,
and reallocating staff based on their areas of trained expertise. These reallocations of
duties may require bargaining with the union, however they are necessary to attain the
efficiencies that are reguired.

Recommendation: Create the position of Business Manager in the Department of
Public Works. This position will be responsible for assigning clerical and
administrative duties to the staff, and for allocating the work based on workioad
demands. The position of Business Manager does not currently exist within the
Town's classification structure. Howevey, based on a cursory review of existing
classifications and their perceived similarities in compiexity, difficulty, and
responsibility to the duties recommended by the project team for the position of
Business Manager, it is likely that it would have a compensation level of about
$94,500, including an estimate of $70,000 in direct salary and $24,500 in fringe
benefits. '

2. THE ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF SHOULD BE PROVIDED TRAINING IN SEVERAL
FUNCT!ONAL AREAS.

Interviews with the administrative and clerical staff indicate that there has been no
training provided in many years. This was also apparent both in the project team’s
observations and in interviews outside the Department.

The Town does not have a centralized Human Resources Department. Organizations
that do have such a centralized organization typically give the Department the
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responsibility for surveying for training opportunities that would benefit specific
employees, and for tracking and reporting the accomplishment of the training. So, to
some extent, it is understandable that the clerical and administrative staff in DPW have
not received extensive training.

Notwithstanding the absence of a centralized Human Resources Department in the
Town, it is clear that the staff require, and should seek out opportunities for, specific
training in such areas as the use of the Town’s procurement software, principles of
customer service, and the creation, use, and maintenance of electronic spreadsheets.
There are undoubtedly others, and these should be identified by the Superintendent
and the new Business Manager, and should also be solicited from the employees
themselves.

The Town Accountant’s office noted that there are various times within the year that
the vendor for the Town’s procurement software (SoftRight) provides free training
seminars. It is strongly recommended that the DPW identify the best candidates to
attend this training. Further, all employees should be required to complete customer
service training, as well as spreadsheet use.

Recommendation: Identify the training needed by administrative and clerical staff,
and seek out opportunities for these employees to attend these courses. The project
team has identified several specific areas of noted deficiencies; however, it is also
recommended that the Department take the intuitive to identify others as well.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD CREATE THE POSITION OF CONFIDENTIAL
SECRETARY TO THE SUPERINTENDENT.

The DPW Superintendent is currently the only position within the Department of Public
Works that is not a member of one of the two collective bargaining organizations of the
Department. This creates a situation in which written correspondence from the
Superintendent with individuals and organizations outside the Department of Public
Works must be physically generated by employees who are members of a bargaining
unit. In many cases, the correspondence is of a sensitive nature that may involve
personal or disciplinary issues related to a Department employee. This may place the
administrative employee creating and reading the correspondence in the sensitive
position of either withholding information from a fellow union member, or violating the
confidence of the Superintendent.

The project team recommends that the Department create a position of Confidential
Secretary, and that the current position of Secretary be converted to this position. This
will ailow for the creation of sensitive professional correspondence from the
Superintendent by an employee who is not a member of a bargaining unit.
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Recommendation: Convert the position of Secretary, which is currently a member of
the bargaining unit, to the position of Confidential Secretary that is outside the
bargaining unit.

4, THE TOWN SHOULD CONSIDER CONSOLIDATING FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
OPERATIONS UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

The scope of this study did not include an analysis of any facet of facilities management.
However, during interviews, it was reported that this is a stand-alone department
reporting to the Town Administrator. It is reportedly staffed with a single employee.

The existence of a facilities maintenance and management function with a single
employee almost certainly means that it is being performed through the services of a
contractors, or set of contractors, with the departmental employee overseeing the
administration of the terms of the contracts, and perhaps the gquality of service provided
as well. Further, although the project team was not engaged to verify the observation,
it typically means that services are performed almost exclusively in reaction to daily
needs, rather than in accordance with a pre-planned preventive maintenance (PM)
program for each of the major maintenance pieces of equipment.

The most important reason for a PM program is reduced costs as seen in the following
ways:

. Reduced production downtime, resulting in fewer machine breakdowns.

. Better conservation of assets and increased life expectancy of assets, thereby
eliminating premature replacement of machinery and equipment.

. Reduced overtime costs and more economical use of maintenance workers due
to working on a scheduled basis instead of an emergency basis to repair failures.

. Timely, routine repairs circumvent fewer large-scale repairs.

. Reduced cost of repairs by reducing secondary failures. When parts fail in
service, they usually damage other parts.

. Identification of equipment with excessive maintenance costs, indicating the

need for corrective maintenance, operator training, or replacement of obsolete
equipment. Improved safety and quality conditions.

it is possible to outsource all emergency repairs, as well as preventive maintenance.
However, one of the primary advantages of outsourcing any function is that costs may
be reduced. If contractors are performing the level of PM that is required, as well as the
emergency repairs to Town equipment, it is likely that contractors will be present at one
or more Town facilities for significant parts of each day, thereby negating the benefit of
reduced cost of the service.

o e T e e e}

DRAFT Town of Marshfield Management Assessment of the Public Works Department Page 35




Another benefit of outsourcing a service is that the Town’s existing personnel do not
have the required expertise to perform a function. This is almost surely the case
currently in Marshfield, and this may be a real impediment depending upon the ability
of the Town to hire facilities maintenance staff in the current environment. Facilities
maintenance is a skilled profession, and one that the Public Works Department cannot
currently accept.

There are benefits to “insourcing” the facilities maintenance and management function,
however. Assuming that the Town can hire staff to perform this function, the
administrative structure is already in place to support it, with management budgeting,
procurement, payroll, personnel, information technology support, legal, and other
services. The project team has identified the deficiencies in the Public Works
Department as they regard preventive maintenance initiatives, and these must be
overcome before assigning it another critical function. However, the continued
outsourcing of the facilities maintenance function, in absence of a well-managed PM
program, will have long-term effects on the Town's facilities.

Recommendation: The project team was not engaged to analyze the facilities
maintenance function in the Town; however, it should consider “insourcing” this
service under the management of the Public Works Department. This organizational
move should not be attempted until preventive maintenance programs are instituted
in the DPW in its existing divisions.

5. THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT MANAGEMENT SHOULD CONSIDER
PHYSICALLY RELOCATING TO THE HIGHWAY DIVISION COMPLEX ON
PARSONAGE STREET.

The Public Works Department is comprised of mutltiple functions being performed at
several locations. The Wastewater Treatment Plant is, naturally, located at a dedicated
and separate site, as is the Transfer Station. The Operations and Water Treatment and
Maintenance Divisions, however, are located in a facility on Parsonage Street, with the
Engineering Division and DPW Department management located on the second floor of
Town Hall.

Interviews and observations indicate that there is sometimes a “disconnect” in the
communications, and, importantly, the understanding of the functions, activities and
workload volumes handled by the field services crews at the Parsonage Street site by
Department management, although the Superintendent does make a commendable
effort to visit the site on a routine basis. It is true that in recent years there has been a
proliferation in the number of new communication technologies available to bridge
physical distances; however, research has shown that “collaboration at a distance

W
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remains substantially harder to accomplish than collaboration when members of a work
group are collocated. For example, communication is typically less frequent,
characterized by longer lags between messages, and more effortful.”* Further, the
research also shows that the “real time nature of face-to-face conversation improves
the prospects for repairing misunderstandings and other problems. Because speakers
have moment-by-moment evidence of what addressees understand and accept, they
can repair problems immediately, often in mid-utterance. The more quickly a problem
is repaired, the less costly it is likely to be.” *

Interviews with Department management indicate that there are advantages to beingin
Town Hall, as there are sometimes occasions to communicate with the Town
Administrator, as well as others in the facility, and, for the same reasons as have been
noted above, the proximity of Public Works managers in Town Hall to these employees
is valuable as well.

The project team’s observations indicate that the lack of strong Departmental
management at the Parsonage Street complex not only is inhibiting communications
and understanding of the work performed, but is resulting in certain cases in lack of
leadership, and runs the risk of longer-term demoralization of the work crews. The
Parsonage Street complex does not have a great amount of space, in fact, and might
need to be renovated to some degree to accommodate the presence of another
employee. The project team has made a recommendation to remove the current
Dispatcher position from the central office on Parsonage Street and place this employee
in the field. This would open up some amount of space in the facility; however, as this
project is not focused on the optimum use of space, the Department may need to
pursue further study into the best accommodation of the Superintendent.

Recommendation: The Department Superintendent should consider relocating to the
Parsonage Street Highway complex in order to facilitate communications with staff,
and to provide a stronger management presence in the Operations Division.

6. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD REDESIGN THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR OF
OPERATIONS.

Reporting to the Public Works Superintendent, the position of Director of Operations
directs the units of the Transfer Station; Cemeteries, Trees, and Greens; Equipment
Maintenance; and Highway. In addition to the line reporting of these units, the Director
of Operations also has the responsibility for supervising and directing the daily activities
of the Administrative Assistant located at the Parsonage Street garage.

1 Understanding Effects of Proximity on Collaboration: Implications for Technologles to Support Remote
Collaborative Work. Robert E. Kraut, Susan R, Fussell, Susan E. Brennan, and Jane Siegel.
FAFTINS
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The current configuration of the Department’s organizational structure results in a span
of control for the Director of Operations of only four Foremen and one administrative
position. This is somewhat below the typical span of control for positions not
responsible for direct oversight of field operations; however, in the case of the
Marshfield DPW, with the Superintendent physically separated from the core operations
of the Department, the position of Director of Operations is a needed one.

The responsibilities of the Director of Operations should include the daily planning and
scheduling of work in each of the three units, the provision of required materials and
resources for the units, the assessment of resource productivity, and the remediation of
any noted deficiencies in the accomplishment of work. Interviews and observations
indicate, however, that the Director is engaged predominantly in cemetery
administration, sales, and customer service. This situation has resulted in the four
Foremen planning and directing their own work.

The position of Director of Operations should not be expected to perform direct work in
the four disciplines for which it has responsibility; however, there are many planning
and administrative needs within each of these units that are not being fulfilled, and the
fulfiiment of these needs should not be delegated to employees at the level of
Foreman. The project team has noted elsewhere in this report the lack of planning of
work, the projection of required staffing and materials, and, importantly, the lack of any
reporting of work accomplishment and the efficiency with which this work is
accomplished. These roles are core responsibilities of any manager, and roles that are
effectively either unfilled, or are being inadequately filied by the Foremen themselves.

The project team has, elsewhere in this report, recommended that the DPW consider
the physical transfer of the Superintendent from the office in Town Hall to the
Parsonage Street garage in order to provide better communication and oversight of the
functions being performed from that location. The presence of the Town Engineer
would be sufficient to fill the daily managerial role of the Superintendent at Town Hall;
however, the project team has also made a recommendation to create the position of
Business Manager to oversee the activities of the clerical and administrative staff,
providing an even greater managerial presence there. The continued presence of the
Superintendent would appear to be superfluous under these conditions.

The issue of whether the position of Director of Operations is effectively managing the
activities of the four units under its direction should be viewed separately form the issue
of whether the position is a required one. The former issue is one that should be
addressed managerially by the Superintendent through a formal performance appraisal.
The project team has noted the current deficiencies and has provided recommendations
related to instituting effective management techniques and principles elsewhere in this
report, particularly in the section on Management Systems.
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The issue of whether the position is needed is one that will depend upon the
Department’s decision regarding the physical placement of the Depariment
Superintendent. The Director of Operations has the responsibility for four distinct
operations, with little similarity of function other than a partial overlap of duties in the
Highway and Cemeteries, Trees, and Greens units. Therefore, these operationa! units
require managerial oversight, and the project team has noted in this section some of the
primary managerial duties that should be provided to these units, but are currently not
being effectively delivered. The project team believes that the optimal physical
arrangement is for the Superintendent to co-locate with the core operations at the
Parsonage Street garage, making it possible to eliminate the position of Director of
Operations.

Recommendation: The Department should enhance the managerial capabilities
currently present at the Parsonage Street garage. The project team recommended
above that the optimai condition wouid be for the Superintendent to physically
relocate from Town Hall to the Parsonage Street garage. If the Department acts upon
this recommendation, it will allow for the efimination of the position of Director of
Operations, at a cost savings of $85,400 in salary, and about $30,000 in benefits, for a
total of about $115,400. However, if the Department elects to keep the
Superintendent at Town Hall, it is recommended that it provide intensive training to
the incumbent Director of Operations in effective management, planning, scheduling,
and reporting, and the project team has provided direction in these regards elsewhere
in this report. After a sufficient period of time, the Superintendent should assess the
incumbent’s progress toward goals and objectives that have been, at least in part,
based on the institution of the recommendations provided in this report.
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D. OPERATIONS

This section of the report analyzes the operations of the Department of Public Works.
1. THE TOWN SHOULD INCREASE REPLACEMENT FUNDING FOR THE FLEET.

The project team analyzed the age of the vehicles and equipment maintained by the
Department’s Maintenance Mechanics and determined that they maintain a relatively
old fleet. The project team placed all 133 vehicles and pieces of equipment maintained
by the Operations Division’s Equipment Maintenance Section into eight categories and
determined the average age of the fleet for each of these categories. For purposes of
classification, the following were used.

umber \verage Age

11 11.0

2 Heavy Van, Pickup 419 7.6

3 Patrol Unit 12 4.1

4 Heavy Equipment 29 10.7

5 Trailers 16 15.6

6 Pumps, Generators 5 16.0

7 Fire Apparatus 6 14.5

8 Ambulance 5 6.0
Total N/A 133 9.8

As the table shows, the weighted average3 age of the vehicles and equipment
maintained by the mechanics at the shop is 9.8 years, suggesting a replacement cycie of
about 19.6 years for the “average” unit in the fleet. Clearly, not all units in the fleet
require the same replacement cycle. The economic life cycle of an administrative sedan
or pickup truck is well below that of, for example, a front loader. Therefore, the
“average” age of the fleet is meaningless as a composite number other than as a
comparison to another benchmark, such as that of other municipal fleets with similar
compositions. In the experience of the project team, a composite fleet age of almost 10
years is above this benchmark. However, even in examining specific categories of the
fleet, it is clear that many vehicles and pieces of equipment are well beyond their
economic lives and are almost certainly contributing to excessive expenditures for fleet
repair and maintenance. For example, the typical economic life cycle for a pickup truck
is approximately 7 years, suggesting that the average asset in this category should be
about 3.5 years. Marshfield's average age of this class of unit is 7.6 years. The average
ages of vehicles and equipment in the Police and Fire Departments raise similar
concerns, although there are several newer patrol unijts and ambulances in the mix of
units.

% The weighted average takes into account the numbers of units in each class. Therefore, the
age of the 11 sedans in category 1 account for 8.3% (11/133) of the tofal average, and so on.
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Although the project team does not possess the dollar value of vehicles and equipment
replaced in recent years, a review of the current inventory suggests that 29 of the 111
(26.1%) rolling stock units has been replaced since 2009. A closer analysis of the
replacements indicates that only three of the 29 (10.3%) pieces of heavy equipment has
been replaced since 2009, and none of the 11 sedans. In fact, 13 of the 29 units that
have been replaced in the past three years have been pickups, SUVs, and vans, which
are transport vehicles.

The fleet maintained by the Equipment Maintenance section is not, in fact, an
exceptionally old fleet in the project team’s experience. However, the replacements
have occurred unevenly and have apparently been weighted toward the transport
vehicles, as opposed to the heavy equipment fleet, which is nearing 11 years of age, on
average. These are typically units that present fewer options for working crews on
those instances in which they are in the shop for repair, suggesting that there may be
more of these instances in the future as this classification of equipment continues to
age.

Recommendation: The Town should fund the replacement of its fleet on a more timely
basis, as the age of the heavy equipment fleet is approaching high levels, and, likely,
the expenditures for maintenance and repair are as well.

2, THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT SHOULD BEGIN REQUIRING THE ENTRY OF
ODOMETER READINGS AT THE FUEL DISPENSING PUMP AT THE HIGHWAY
GARAGE.

The DPW has an older version of a GasBoy automated fuel dispensing pump on location
at the Highway garage on Parsonage Street. This pump simply dispenses fuel to drivers
who enter their department identification and does not require any input of the current
odometer reading on the vehicle or piece of equipment. The project team was told that
this feature is not possible on the mode! of the GasBoy pump at Parsonage Street.

The failure to require entry of odometer, or hour meter, readings means that the DPW
cannot analyze the fuel efficiency of a particular unit, nor the degree of utilization of
that unit over an extended period of time. There are clearly exceptions for specific
pieces of specialized equipment, but generally a piece of rolling stock should meet
minimum established utilization thresholds in order to justify their retention in the fleet.
If specific units are failing to meet these thresholds over a period of several months, or
even years, the Town should question the retention of these units, as they have both
direct and indirect costs to license, insure, maintain and repair, and provide parts and
fuel.

M
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The project team cannot verify that the current GasBoy system is incapable of being
programmed to accept odometer and hour meter readings, but interviews indicate that
this is either not possible, or the system is so cutdated that it would be impractical to
invest the time and effort necessary to achieve this functionality. The project team
does, however, strongly recommend that the Town investigate the feasibility of
purchasing and installing an automated fuel dispensing system that is capable of this.

Interviews indicate that the Marshfield School Department is billed for the fuel that is
dispensed at the Highway Garage, which is evidence that it is possible to identify users
that dispense fuel from the GasBoy system. The project team also recommends that
individual Town departments be billed for the fuel that they consume in the units that
are allocated to them, as this provides a much more meaningful set of data relating to
the total operational cost associate with these units. Currently, the fuel dispensed to
these units is budgeted through the DPW. This method of budgeting fails to achieve any
analytical purpose other than to facilitate an overall comparison of year-to-year
expenditures, which could be achieved in any case if the fuel were budgeted at the
departmental level. The project team’s experience with other municipalities that
budget for fuel at the departmental level is that these municipalities foster a more
thorough analysis by each depariment manager regarding whether the projected
expenditures related to a particular unit are worth the benefits gained.

Recommendation: Investigate the feasibility and cost associated with purchasing and
installing a newer version of the automated fuel dispensing system. This system
should possess the capability of accepting department and user identification, as well
as the current odometer or hour meter reading of the unit. This will enable the DPW
to analyze the fuel efficiency and utilization of each of the units in the fleet for which
it is responsible for maintaining. A related recommendation is that all Town
departments be billed for fuel usage by the units that they are allocated.

3. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD INSTITUTE A MORE RIGOROUS SYSTEM OF
CONTROLS OVER PARTS INVENTORIES.

The project team observed the parts inventory storage area for vehicle maintenance
inventory at the Parsonage Street site and found that there is no physical restriction of
access by any mechanic to this inventory. Further, there is effectively no restriction of
access to the inventory by any empioyee or, in fact, any visitor to the facility.

As parts and supplies are received, they are generaily stored in the inventory section of
the facility, with copies of the purchase order and invoice placed in a file folder in the
Foreman’s office. There is, therefore, a record of receipt, as well as price paid for each
of the items. As inventory is used, it is recorded on the work order, thus ensuring that a
record of its use is documented. However, there is no ongoing reconciliation of parts
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volumes or costs against financial records produced by the Town's Treasurer or
Accountant.

The periodic reconciliation of parts volumes and costs is necessary to ensure that afl
parts disseminated from the garage are utilized for legitimate vehicle repair and
maintenance purposes, with any discrepancies outside of pre-established tolerances
adequately explained. Thus, it is beneficial to perform not only an annual reconciliation
at the end of the fiscal year, but also a more frequent physical count, and even random
sampling, of the inventory, in order to more accurately identify the time periods within
which inconsistencies occurred.

The performance of a routine inventory count and reconciliation of costs can be
facilitated by an automated inventory system that is linked to the Town’s General
Ledger system. This system could be made even more efficient by utilizing a bar coding
system for all parts which facilitates entry into the inventory, dissemination from the
inventory section, and minimizes data transcription errors that may occur in the
recording of inventory transactions. The process would Iso be made maore efficient by
placing responsibility for all parts transactions at the parts inventory section in a single
employee, such as the Equipment Maintenance Foreman.

Recommendation: Begin the process of making physical counts of items in the parts
inventory section of the Garage, and assigning probable costs to them. This typically
results in the identification of obsolete items, and these should be soid for the best
price that can be obtained for them. Beyond these recommendations, however, the
DPW should investigate the costs associated with procuring an inventory module
compatible with the Town’s financial system in order to link the receipt and
dissemination of inventory to and from inventory. This system will not only be
beneficial in facilitating financial reconciliations of inventory costs and volumes, but
will also allow greater management of the parts by identifying high and low-turnover
items.

4. THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT SHOULD ESTABLISH A PAVEMENT
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.

Streets represent the largest single capital investment for the Town of Marshfield. The
Town has approximately 171 centerline miles of streets. Maintaining and operating
these streets typically involves complex decisions about how and when to overlay or
apply surface treatments such as seal coats to keep the street performing and operating
costs at a reasonable level. Given the significant value of the Town's paved
infrastructure, it is imperative that these be maintained and preserved in accordance
with a defined schedule and regimen. Best practices in this area are to institute an
objective system of pavement condition assessment to prioritize the maintenance and
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repair of streets in order to ensure that all of the infrastructure meets at least minimum
established standards. This is typically accomplished through a pavement management
program.

There are many advantages to implementing a formal pavement management program
over those of visually inspecting Town roadways. These include:

. Definition of pavement inventory and calculation of the Pavement Condition
Index (PCI) and other distress indices;

. Accommodation of user-defined fields for customizing programs;

. Modeling of pavement condition deterioration;

. Analysis of pavement condition {past, present, and future);

. Estimation of funding needed to maintain pavements at a given condition level;

- Estimation of funding needed to eliminate the backlog of maintenance and

repair in a specified number of years;

. Projection of consequences of pavement condition and a maintenance and
repair backlog for a specified annual budget;

) Formulation of pavement maintenance and repair projects;

. Incorporation of graphics;

. Capability of storing photos and other images in the database; and
- Incorporation of GiS.

The project team understands the pressures of a limited budget in the Department;
however, the advantages and relatively low cost of the software combine to make this
acquisition cost effective.

The Town of Marshfield should develop a systematic approach to the identification of its
needs for preventive maintenance. The Metropolitan Area Planning Council {MAPC)has
completed a pavement management manual that should serve as a guide in the
development of this systematic approach. This approach should be designed to enable
the Town to utilize a systematic, objective, and consistent methodology to evaluate
existing and future pavement condition of the Town's streets, and a means to help it
manage its pavement maintenance expenditures cost-effectively.

M
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A pavement management system consists of three major components:

. A system to regularly collect pavement condition data;
. A computer database to sort and store the collected data; and
. An analysis of repair or preservation strategies and suggestions of cost-effective

approaches to maintain pavernent conditions.

implementation of the pavement management software will require the Town of
Marshfield to take the following steps:

. Data collection and pavement network definition. This data collection would
inciude the construction records for the street system. These data include the
age, surfacing thicknesses, and surfacing types for ali sections. Good age data are
essential to the performance of computerized pavement management maodels
that generally rely on age as the basis for performance prediction curves.

. Pavement condition assessment. This step involves visually inspecting the
pavement based on set procedures to establish the pavement condition index
for the pavement. This should be done once every three years, with 33% of the
streets being evaluated each year.

. Pavement condition prediction. This step involves utilizing the pavement
management software to calculate the current pavement condition as well as
predicting what the future pavement condition will be through the use of a
family of performance prediction curves.

. Formulation of maintenance policies. This step involves the development of
treatment alternatives (e.g., chip seal, microsurfacing, overlay, etc.), and the
development of “trigger scores” for each surface treatment alternative. A
“trigger score” is the set of conditions as defined by the condition indices, the
performance curves, and any other pertinent data items under which a
particular treatment would be feasible. For example, streets with a pavement
condition index of 40 or less (out of a possible 100) would be a “trigger score” for
reconstruction.

. Budget formulation and scenario development. In this step, multiple budget
and maintenance scenarios would be developed that would model the amount
of money that can be spent in any particular year of the analysis and its impact
on the pavement condition index. The model uses the allocated money to
“optimize” the pavement condition index. That is, a single strategy is selected for
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each of the analysis sections based on the overall benefit to the street system as
a whole and on the available money.

The output from the pavement management software is a list of candidate streets with
the appropriate surface treatment based on the input parameters, the input condition
data, and the input budget. These candidate streets can be provided to the Treasurer as
input to the five-year capital improvement program.

The pavement management system needs continual updating and improvement in the
form of adjustments to the performance curves, updated treatment costs, and changes
in the condition indices. In addition to the list of recommended candidate streets,
recommendations must be made as to overall funding levels required to meet the
pavement preservation goals of the Town. Running the model with a variety of budget
scenarios would accomplish this.

The cost of publicly developed software approximates $0.09 to $0.12 per yard of
pavement in the first year, with the cost dropping to about $0.07 to $0.10 in subsequent
years. ‘

Recommendation: The Public Works Department shouid acquire and impiement a
formal pavement management software system.

5. THE TOWN SHOULD CONSIDER OPPORTUNITIES TO OUTSOURCE CERTAIN
SERVICES.

The Department of Public Works in Marshfield performs most of its services with
departmental personnel. And, in fact, the Department has not suffered severe staffing
eliminations and down-sizing to the degree that many other municipal public works
departments have experienced in the past several years, making it feasible to perform
many of the these services internally. |

The project team does, however, believe that outsourcing certain services makes
financial and operational sense under several conditions. Almost any departmental
service may be outsourced, or privatized; however, the DPW should be, and has been,
judicious in the decision-making process to do this. The project team has provided a
sample scoring methodology in Appendix E to help in the determination as to whether a
specific service is a good candidate for outsourcing. Ultimately, however, the decision
should rest with the Superintendent, in concert with division managers as well as the
Board of Public Works, Board of Selectmen, and Town Administrator. We have provided
certain analyses in the sections below that provide specific examples of outsourcing
feasibility, but more importantly, the analyses and the methodologies used here should
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be a guide in analyzing all candidate services to ensure that the Town is receiving the
greatest benefit at the most economical cost available.

{1) The Department Should Consider Outsourcing Cemetery Operations.

The Town of Marshfield maintains seven (7) cemeteries, four (4) of which are active,
meaning burials are performed at these locations. There are about 70 developed acres
at these cemeteries, which are maintained by two (2) Laborers and a Seasonal Worker.
The salaries for these employees are approximately $62,250. In addition to the direct
salaries, the Town pays fringe benefits for the two full-time employees which, at an
assumied fringe benefits rate of 35% is an additional amount of about $20,000, for an
approximate total of $82,250.* Additionally, the Cemeteries have operating expenses
and also transfer in both personnel and equipment as workloads require throughout the
year, and these expenditures are in addition to the dedicated salaries provided here.

The project team was able to obtain Cemeteries revenues for fiscal years 2010 and
2011, and these declined from $40,755 to $37,113 from year to year, a decline of about
9%. Additionally, lot sales and interments have declined as well from 2002 to 2011, as
the graph below shows.

Cemetery Lot Sales and Interments
250
200
150 w;-wLot Sales
= | it rments
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* The Town does not budget separately for Cemeteries, but rather these expenditures are combined with
others in the “Cemeteries, Trees, and Greens” line item of the Public Works budget. Therefore, the
project team has approximated the figures included in the text, based on employee salaries contained in
the 2012 Annual Report.
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As the graph shows, activity in both sales and burials is in a long-term decline, which is
supported by the past two years of revenues.

Aside from any interest revenue from the Perpetual Care Fund, the Cemeteries are
expending at least $40,000 to $45,000 more in salaries and benefits alone than are
recovered through revenues, and as the graph shows, this gap is likely to widen in the
future. And, as was described above, there are other salaries and benefits, as well as
operating expenses associated with burials and maintenance of the grounds.

The Town of Marshfield’s experience reflects trends seen nationally, with flat to
declining revenues, and operational deficits at the local level. The total market for
cemeteries and crematories services nation-wide was $2.957 billion in 2009, which is up
slightly from previous years, but relatively unchanged when accounting for price
escalation for services.

LUk Metric: 20045 005, [0 12006 5 [0 E 2007 2] 2008 200¢
Market Size $2.8868B 52.8238 $2.869B $2.9518 $2.9978 $2.957 B
Total Firms 4,516 4,414 4,349 4,307 4,230 4,180
Employees 38,051 36,416 35,417 35,099 34,853 34,112

As the table shows, the overall market size, measured in revenues, has increased slightly
(2.5% in 5 years), but the total number of firms providing cemetery and cremation
services has declined by 336, or 7.4% in the same 5-year period. Similarly, the total
number of employees involved in these services has dropped steadily. These figures
reflect the overall decline in mortality rates nation-wide, and may be representative of
trends in Marshfield, which supports the Town’s recent experience in sales and
interments.

Although flat to declining sales are, in themselves, troubling for Marshfield, these trends
are especially problematic when placed in light of the costs of operating the Town's
cemeteries. Specifically, as noted above, it is conservatively estimated that the
cemeteries operated at a 540,000 deficit last year, and is likely indicative of a longer-
term trend, although the project team was unable to obtain historical figures further
back than 2010.

The project team does not possess accurate estimates of potential savings, or
abatement of losses, if the operation of the Cemeteries were privatized. However,
private firms may possess greater marketing capabilities, abilities to share equipment,
and may have other expertise that could result in at least a smaller annual loss for the
Town. Further, it is likely that a private firm would have the resources to automate
cemetery records both accurately and in a more defined schedule. Currently, the
Cemetery records are almost entirely manual, and maintained by the Operations
Manager, which is not an optimal use of time for a Manager in the Department. The
project team therefore recommends that the Town investigate the availability and
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interest of private firms in the assumption of responsibility for operating the seven
cemeteries.

Recommendation: Investigate the availability and interest of private cemetery
operators in the region in assuming responsibility for operating the seven cemeteries
in the Town. If sufficient interest and availability exist, the Town should issue a
Request for Proposals (RFP) to obtain quotes on the costs associated with transferring
this responsibility to a private operator. At a minimum, the Public Works Department
should investigate the financial feasibility of outsourcing the mowing, trimming,
mulching and weeding of the cemeteries, as this is a relatively low-skilled and
repetitive function, and one that does not occur in close proximity to most of the
other work performed by Public Works crews.

6. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD CONSIDER OUTSOURCING STREET SWEEPING
OPERATIONS.

There are several reasons for a town to thoroughly sweep its streets on a routine basis,
only some of which relate to aesthetics. One of the primary reasons is that there are
federal and local mandates, including the Federal Clean Water Act, which require that
the Town prevent pollution from entering local waters.

Additionally, street sweeping benefits the Town by collecting and removing debris (e.g.,
paper, leaves, and other objects) that collect in the gutters. This debris can block storm
water inlets, causing localized ficoding during heavy rains that can potentially pollute
the local water system. An equally important, but less visible benefit is the removal of
metal particles, oil, and other hazardous products left behind by passing and parked
vehicles. Although virtually invisible, these particles can be extremely harmful to the
environment.

The DPW does sweep its streets, of which there are an estimated 340 curb miles.
Interviews indicate that there is a section near the beach, at Brant Rock, that contains
about five {5) curb miles, and this is swept twice weekly, or the equivalent of about 520
total curb miles. All other areas of the Town, or about 335 curb miles, are reportedly
swept once annually, for a total annual of about 855 curb miles.

Interviews with DPW personnel aiso indicated that the Town formerly had a contract
with a private service provided to sweep the Town’s streets for about $25,000. The
project team was unable to verify this amount; however, if this figure is accurate, it
would equate to about $39 per curb miles swept, which is, in the project team’s
experience, an exceptionally attractive price. Typically, this amount will be nearly twice
this amount on a per-curb-mile basis.

M
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Because the project team cannot verify the amount of the previous contract, the team
cannot state that the Town could receive this price if it were to attempt to outsource
street sweeping services today. However, it does serve to point out that this may be a
service that should receive more analysis. The personnel costs alone would be well in
excess of $48,000, including salaries and benefits, if the DPW allocated a full time
equivalent employee to street sweeping. In addition to the personnel costs would be
the equipment depreciation, maintenance, and fuel costs, which are substantial.

Recommendation: Consider the outsourcing of the street sweeping function. The
project team could not verify the amount the Town reportedly paid to a contractor in
a previous time period; however, if this amount was close to the $25,000 it was
reported to be, this represents a very attractive price, given the number of miles
swept and the frequency of sweeping that was reported to the project team. This
price should be compared to the probable amount paid currently for street sweeping
that is likely well above $60,000 annually, including salaries, benefits, equipment
depreciation, maintenance, and fuel.

7. THE OPERATIONS DIVISION SHOULD SUBSTANTIALLY ENHANCE ITS CEMETERY
RULES AND REGULATIONS, AND PLACE THESE ON ITS WEBSITE.

The Town’s Cemetery “Rules/Regulations/Price Schedule,” developed in 2002 and
revised in March 2006, covers only the most minimal of issues related to the care and
operations of ifs seven cemeteries. A copy of these rules and regulations is provided in
Appendix F of this report.

As can be seen in the appendix, the rules and regulations cover the purchase of a
cemetery lot, purchase and installation of monuments and stones, plants and shrubs,
and certain prohibitions refated to tree planting, floral baskets, etc. There are many
categories of rules and regulations that should be developed by the Town, and placed
on the DPW web site. These include the following:

. Price schedules for lots and cremations.

. Eligibility for burial. The current rules and reguiations state that the purchaser
must be a resident, and the first person buried in the lot must be a resident.
However, there is no discussion of what constitutes residency, and no discussion
on “grandfathering” of “residents” who have moved away from Marshfield for
extended periods, but who desired to be buried in one of the Town's cemeteries.

. Minimum notice of time required prior to interments.
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. A definition of any compulsory requirements related to the burial, such as
concrete liners or vaults.

. A definition of allowable monument heights, flush marker dimensions, number
of markers on each lot, etc.

. Prohibition of advertisements.

. Requirements for funeral processions, such as locations of entry and exit,
responsibilities of funeral directors, the responsibilities of the Town, etc.

- Prohibitions of the scattering of ashes.
. Any price differentials related to services held on weekends, holidays, etc.

Further, there is no definition of the normal operating hours of the cemeteries,
and the allowable times for interments and services.

. Authority of the Town to prohibit services scheduled simultaneously in a single
cemetery.

P

. Authority of the Town to prohibit monuments that are deemed to be

objectionable. Further, there is no definition of the allowable composition and
appearance of stones and monuments.

. Differential rules and reguiations related to Memorial Day.

. Prohibition of certain types of plants and flowers.

- Allowable placément of plantings and flower relative to the
headstone/monument.

There are many other potential items for inclusion in the Cemetery Rules and
Regulations, and the intent is not to list them all here, but rather to point out the
relatively minimalist nature of the Town’s current Rules and Reguiations, and the need
to enhance these.

The Cemetery Rules and Regulations reside only in paper form and are not available on
the DPW website. In fact, there is no description of any of the cemeteries themselves
on the website. The project team recommends that the Cemeteries, Trees, and Greens
Unit of the Operations Division be assigned the responsibility for developing much more
descriptive and thorough rules and regufations, and placing these online so that all
residents and funeral directors may be aware of the most pertinent details of burials
and care at these cemeteries.

M
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Recommendation: Significantly enhance the rules and regulations as they relate to
pricing, burial procedures, allowable vegetation and decorations, monuments, and
many other pertinent details of the Town’s cemeteries. These should be placed on the
DPW website, along with, at a minimum, descriptions of the cemeteries, their names
and addresses, and possibly photographs of the cemeteries themselves, as well as
their historic details.

8. THE WATER DIVISION SHOULD ELIMINATE A METER TECHNICIAN POSITION.

The Water Utility has a Meter Reading Unit that is comprised of three Meter
Technicians. There are approximately 10,000 metered services in the Town, with each
being billed bi-annually, equating to about 20,000 reads during the year, or about 1,666
per month. Therefore, each of the three Meter Technicians in the Water Division reads
about 556 per month. It should be noted that this is only an average of the three meter
reading personnel. Not all Meter Technicians focus on meter reading the majority of
the time. One Meter Technician expends most available time performing inspections of
backflow prevention devices. The other two change out meters and wires during much
of their available time. However, the 556 average figure is low and indicates that there '
may be excess capacity in this area.

In the experience of the project team, a Meter Technician performing manual reads in a
relatively densely populated setting, as is the case in Marshfield, should be able to
accomplish between 4,500 and 5,000 reads per month.

The three Meter Technicians in the Water Division are achieving roughly one-third of
the expected productivity of 4,500 to 5,000 reads per month, indicating a staffing
surplus of at feast one position, and perhaps two, particularly as the Division is making
the transition to automated reading technology.

Recommendation: The Water Division should eliminate or transfer one Meter
Technician position in the short term. H it can be assumed that the average salary is
approximately $44,000 annually, with 35% added for benefits, the elimination of one
position would result in a cost savings of about 559,400. '

9. THE OPERATIONS DIVISION SHOULD ELIMINATE THE POSITION OF DISPATCHER
AND TRANSFER THE POSITION TO A DIRECT SERVICE PROVIDER IN THE FIELD.

The position of Dispatcher currently receives calis from residents and other Town
departments regarding complaints and requests for service. The position also monitors
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the weather, answers the two-way radio, and fills out manual work orders in certain
instances. The incumbent is located at the Parsonage Street garage.

Observations of the workflow at the Parsonage Street garage indicate that the volume
of work does not warrant the presence of a dedicated employee to perform the duties
that are currently required. Further, there is a full-time Administrative Assistant located
in the office adjacent to the Dispatcher who is capable of answering calls, dispatching
crews, and recording the work performed.

The project team has made a recommendation earlier in this report that the
Department should begin the collection of asset inventories in the field of such
structures as catch basins, manholes, outfalls, signs, and others. The project team
recommends that the position of Dispatcher be efiminated and replaced by the position
of Equipment Operator in order to both record asset inventories and to fill in as a
functioning member of a field crew as absences occur or, in combination with the
recommendation to eliminate or transfer a Water Meter Technician, be converted to
one of the two members of a new catch basin cleaning crew. The incumbent should be
equipped with a laptop computer or tablet that can record locations of inventory into a
GIS while functioning in the field.

Recommendation: Transfer the position of Dispatcher from the office at Parsonage
Street into the field. The position should primarily be responsible for the collection of
information on field assets, but should fill in for absent field crew members as well.
The position may be re-titled to Equipment Operator; however, the project team
views this as a lateral transfer, with no change in total compensation. The position
should be provided a laptop computer or tablet that may cost $600 to $800.

10. THE WATER DIVISION SHOULD IMPLEMENT A FEE FOR INSPECTING BACKFLOW
DEVICES IN THE TOWN.

Backflow prevention devices are designed to protect drinking water from contaminated
water due to backflow, which occurs when non-drinking water flows into drinking
water. There are two types of backflow — backpressure and back-siphonage.
Backpressure occurs when there is an increase in downward pressure that is greater
than the upward pressure, and back-siphonage occurs when there is a strong drop in
water pressure. The Town’s Water Division inspects 195 different backflow prevention
devices at commercial establishments for both types of backfiow.

Interviews indicate that although the Water Division inspects all commercial devices, it
charges no fee for this inspection. Depending upon the size of the device, the Water
Division inspects each either once or twice annually. The project team could not obtain
the precise numbers of devices that are inspected twice per year; however, if it can be

w
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assumed that one-third of the 195 devices are inspected bi-annually, then there are
about 260 inspections being performed each year by Water Division staff. Assuming
that a fee of $50 could be implemented, this equates to $13,000 in revenue to the
Town. The project team recommends that the Town implement such a fee and charge
commercial establishments for the cost of the inspection.

Recommendation: implement a fee for inspecting the Town’s commercial backflow
devices. Assuming a relatively modest fee of $50, and further assuming that 260
inspections are occurring each year, the implementation of the fee could result in
$13,000 of additional revenue each year.

11. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD IMPLEMENT A STANDARDIZED AND ROUTINE
SAFETY PROGRAM.

Every employee and employer knows the value of safe workplace practices, but for
these practices to be effectively implemented, they must be taught and, importantly,
reinforced, through routine, repetitive, and standardized meetings, training sessions,
and even simple reminders. The value of creating and nurturing a safe working
environment is of paramount importance in itself. However, its value goes beyond
safety and the obvious benefits of a reduction in the incidence of days lost due to injury.
These benefits include greater morale, higher employee retention rates (and greater
ability to attract workers), and a heightened sense of teamwork among workers.

The project team made a point to ask about workplace safety practices in each of the
divisional interviews and most divisions reported that although safety has been
periodically discussed, there has been no formal safety program, or even training, in
several years.®

There are many areas of safety that should be routinely covered. Most importantly,
these should be conveyed for the benefit of employees, who represent the greatest
expenditure by the Town. However, it is also important from a legal and liability
standpoint that the Town administer and oversee proper safety procedures. The
project team recommends that the DPW begin with the following safety topics, and
expand them after completion to incorporate more detailed topics, and then to cycle
through again in order to continually refresh employees on the importance of each.

. HAZ-COM RTK/Chemical Storage

. Proper Lifting Techniques/Ergonomics

. Bloodborne Pathogens/Slips and Falls/Miscellaneous Work Hazards

. Identifying Work Hazards and Correcting Unsafe Conditions

. Awareness and Conformance with the Emergency Plan, and Emergency
Evacuation
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. Emergency Spills

° Treating Sprains, Burns

. Choking Treatment

. Electrical Safety

. Ladder/Bucket Truck Safety

. Accident Investigation

. What to Do in Case of Fire, Earthquake, Power Failure, etc.

. Fork Truck Training/Hoisting

. Fire Extinguisher/ Fire Prevention and Awareness

. Confined Space Training/ Gas Meter Training

. Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency Response Standards (HAZWQOPER)
Awareness

The Department should not only establish its own safety training agenda based on
perceived deficits, but take attendance at themeetings it schedules as well.

The project team recommends that the Public Works Department adopt a safety
program. There may be certain topics that are common to all divisions {e.g., bioodborne
pathogens, slips and falls, etc.) that would allow for a Department-wide meeting.
Others may be divisional-only as the topics are tailored to the specific work
environments of each of the divisions.

Recommendation: Institute a standardized safety training program within the
Department of Public Works.

12.  THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD RECEIVE SOME PORTION OF THE FUNDS FROM THE
SALE OF BEACH STICKERS TO OFFSET SOME OF THE COST OF DEBRIS REMOVAL
BY DEPARTMENT STAFF,

The Department sells beach stickers to residents that permit them to drive their vehicles
to the Town’s beach areas. A review of the Town’s Annual Report indicates that the
revenue from these sales funds “part time salaries, supplies, other charges and
expenses of the beach operations.”

The project team’s activities in this project did not encompass a review of the expenses
related to beach operations, so it is possible that the uses for these revenues as stated
in the Annua! Report are consumed by providing these part time salaries, supplies and
other charges. However, the project team did note that there is some significant
amount of time expended by the Public Works administrative staff in the sale of the
stickers, and the Operations staff expend a considerable amount of time collecting and
disposing of debris on the beaches.

M
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Recommendation: The Town should review the uses of the funds collected from the
sale of beach stickers, and allocate a portion of these revenues to abate some portion
of the expenses related to the Public Works Department’s collection and disposal of
debris on the beach areas.

DRAFT Town of Marshfield Management Assessment of the Public Works Department Puage 56



E. OTHER ISSUES

As the project team progressed through the study, there were several issues that arose
that, although not strictly categorized in any of the previous sections of the report,
should nonetheless be addressed. These are presented here.

1. THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT SHOULD INSTITUTE A SYSTEM OF
PERFORMANCE APPRAISAL FOR EACH EMPLOYEE.

Interviews and observations by the project team during the course of this project
indicate that, in many instances, employees are performing their work, not in
accordance with a set of defined criteria and formal expectations, but rather in
accordance with their individual determinations of their duties, responsibilities, and
levels of service. To some degree, this is understandable, and may, in fact, be a
reasoned response to the frequency with which the incumbents in the position of
Superintendent have turned over. - Indeed, in the absence of strong direction and
consistent leadership, employees must develop systems for addressing the daily needs
of residents and the employees they support.

There is currently no formal system of employee, supervisor, and manager performance
appraisal in either the DPW or the Town, generally, nor was the project team engaged
to institute a performance appraisal system for the Town. However, it is clear that there
is a critical need fo evaluate performance at all levels of the DPW organization, and the
project team recommends that the Department engage in an effort to design a fair and
standardized performance appraisal system that:

. Aligns individual employees’ daily actions with strategic objectives;

. Provides wvisibility and clarifies accountability related to performance
expectations; :

. Documents individual performance to support career planning decisions;

. Establishes focus for skill development and learning activity choices; and

. Creates documentation for legal purposes, to support decisions, and reduce
disputes.

The sysiem should be designed with employee retention and satisfaction in mind, and
should not be viewed as simply a method by which employees may be disciplined for
sub-standard performance. Rather, the system shouid be designed to accomplish the
following objectives:

. Deliver regular relevant job feedback;
» Set and communicate clear performance expectations;
. ldentify organizational career paths for employees;
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- Evaluate performance and delivering incentives in a fair and consistent manner;
. Provide appropriate learning and development opportunities; and
. Recognize and reward top performers.

The method by which these performance appraisals are delivered should be determined
by the Department, the Board, and Town management, as should be the criteria upon
which employees are evaluated. There are many appraisal tools available, each with its
own set of evaluative criteria. The project team lists several critical criteria below:

. Knowledge of job
. Quantity of work
- Quality of work

. Initiative

. Enthusiasm

s  Judgment

- Cooperation

. Attendance

. Relationships

. Coordination

. Safety

There are other, additional criteria that should apply to managers and supervisors.
These relate to planning, organizing, staffing, controlling, delegating, decision-making,
employee relations, and more.

The project team noted throughout the course of the project that, in the great majority
of cases, the required work of each division of DPW is being accomplished. This section
is not intended to be critical of the accomplishment of work, but rather that each
employee should be managed, evaluated, supported, and trained in a consistent
manner, and in accordance with an individualized plan for improvement based upon any
performance issues that result from the formal appraisal process.

Recommendation: The Department should institute a formal employee performance
appraisal system that evaluates performance in relation to a standardized and
consistent set of evaluative criteria.

2. THE DEPARTMENT SHOULD ENHANCE THE FUNCTIONALITY OF ITS WEBSITE TO
CONFORM TO BEST PRACTICES IN THE INDUSTRY.

in the not-too-distant past, the simple provision of a website of any description for a
Public Works Department was considered a progressive and customer-oriented feature
of government. Today, however, residents expect that their governments’ websites will
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be informative, interactive, and easily navigated. In fact, “web surfers” throughout the
country and the world scan websites for information, and a well-designed website says
much about a municipality, just as does a poorly-desighed one.

The project team has made numerous visits to the Marshfield Public Works website
throughout the course of this project, and there are several facets of its content and
design that perhaps could be refined and enhanced to provide a more informative and
useful experience for visitors, whether they are residents, other governmental entities,
or simply interested viewers.

Darrell West, of the Brookings Institute, in his book, Digital Government: Technology
and Public Sector Performance, describes four stages of government websites that
progress from the “billboard siyle,” that simply houses information, up to the
“interactive democracy style,” that offers residents services and a variety of ways to get
in touch with public officials and to accomplish tasks. 1t is this latter style that West says
that governments should aspire to in order to develop a more knowledgeable and
empowered citizenry.

Although the Marshfield Public Works website is more than a simple “billboard” of
information, it falis short of being truly interactive. Further, it does not provide certain
information that the project team believes should be shared with visitors to the site.
The project team noted several areas in which the divisional websites should be
enhanced and has listed these in the table below.

- Diviston T Coow Y Comments v

Cemeteries, Trees, and Greens (CTG) Post Cemetery Rules and Regulations

Although the Cemetery is limited in the amount of
electronic data available for each grave, it should
be a longer-term objective to provide an interactive
site at which users may input the name of the
deceased, and determine the exact location of the
grave site.

There is lite information provided on the website
about the Town’s parks and athletic fields. The site
does provide a simple listing of the parks for which
it is responsible; however, the website should be
significantly enhanced to provide a link to forms
that provide locations, sizes, facilities and
amenities available at each, facilities that may be
rented (as well as fees), etc.

There is only one sentence related to the Trees
section of the CTG unit. The Unit should provide a
link to the Town’s tree ordinance, and a statement
about the benefits of trees in public space.

W
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There is no information on the website relating to
the primary activities of the Highway Unit of the
Operations Division. Many residents may not know
all the services that may be available, or to whom
they should be reported. These may include
relatively simple services such as pothole reporting
and repair (as well as the time the citizen can
expect to receive a response), dead animal pickup,
paving and resurfacing plans and schedules, leaf
disposal, graffiti removal, and other services.

The site combines Highway and Equipment
Maintenance, but does not provide any description
of the latter. it would be helpful and informative to
residents if the number and type of eguipment
were provided, as well as a statement of its
commitment to preventive maintenance, its
responsibility for the fueling station, and the
amount dedicated to vehicle and equipment
replacement over a period of time.

The site has links to a list of drainage structure in
the town, and a link to the Mass DOT. It also
provides links to an outdated (2006) road
improvement plan, and an outdated (2007)
operational plan for the Unit.

Further, even though the website does provide a
short bit of information on snow removal
regulations, best practices of well-managed Public
Works operations are to provide snow removal
routes, and explanations of when the Town plows
snow, and when it may only apply sand.

Engineering

The Engineering Division has a relatively
informative section on is website that describes its
services. It alse provides permit applications for
trench permits.

Water Division

There is almost no information on this Division on
the website, which could be significantly enhanced
through the provision of a simplified description of
the water treatment process, perhaps even
including a schematic that describes, at a very high
level, the locations of the Town's 16 wells and its
water tanks. The site should also relate to readers
that the Town provides water to the towns of
Scituate, Puxbury and Pembroke.

The site could also benefit from the inclusion of
information on capital improvements, which have
resulted in the replacement of all water line in the
past 17 years. It should describe the backflow

0y PO

DRAFT Town of Marshfield Management Assessment of the Public Works Department Page 60




prevention program description (as well as types of
devices and how installed, and what to expect inan
inspection), water rates, conservation measures,
typical consumption rates for various family sizes,
as well as the Town's initiative to replace all
manually-read meters with radio-read meters, and
the frequency of meter reading and billing.

Wastewater Division There is almost no information on this Division’s
operations on the website. [t provides only a brief
sentence on the fact that the Division is responsible
for the operation of the WWTF, pumping stations
and the collection system. It also provides
directions to the facility and business hours. The
website could be significantly enhanced through
the provision of a simplified description of the
wastewater treatment process, perhaps even
including a schematic that describes, at a very high
level, the intake, screening and grit removal,
aeration, sludge removal and processing,
clarification, disinfection and return to the ocean.

The site could also benefit from the inclusion of
information on capital improvements (both
recently completed, as well as planned, and the
costs of each), the sewer televising program and its
benefit, as well as other descriptive information.

Trash and Recycling This Division’s website is comprehensive and useful
to residents. The project team offers no
recommendations for improvement in this area.

Recommendation: Enhance the divisional web pages to provide more information to
users.

3. THE TOWN SHOULD ASSESS THE FORM OF GOVERNANCE OF THE PUBLIC
WORKS DEPARTMENT IN THE NEXT CHARTER REVIEW.

The Department of Public Works is governed by a three-member elected Board, with
three-year overlapping terms. Its powers are generally described in the Town Charter,
as being “responsible for organizing and administering the following functions: construction
and maintenance, highways, water and sewer systems, tree care, and parks, including
landscaping and ground maintenance of all town buildings and property, and such other
public works and related functions as may from time to time be vested in it..” The Charter
then describes the Board’s authority in appointing the Department’s Superintendent, as
well as the position’s qualifications, and the reporting on the operations of the Department
required of the Superintendent.

w
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The presence of elected Boards of Public Works in the Commonwealth is becoming
increasingly rare. To the extent that these Boards exist, they tend to be advisory to the
Board of Selectmen in policy matters. This is evident in the following table, which
documents the form of governance of the public works functions of the Massachusetts
towns with populations most similar to that of Marshfield.

Belmont

23,291

No

Has 3-member advisory, all-volunteer
Cemetery Commission, as weli as a
Traffic Advisory Committee appointed
by the Board of Selectmen.

Yarmouth

23,778

No

All executive powers are vested in the
Board of Selectmen.

Mansfield

23,969

No

The Board of Selectmen serves as the
Public Works Commission and
formulates policies.

Dedham

24,630

No

Has an elected Parks and Recreation
Commission. ‘

Wakefield

24,717

No

Has an Advisory Board of Public
Works, which is a 3-member Board
appointed hy the Town Administrator,
and approved by the Board of
Selectmen.

Marshfield

24,735

Yes

Has 3-member elected Board
responsible for construction and
maintenance, highways, water and
sewer systems, tree care, parks, and
other. Appoints the DPW
Superintendent.

Burlington

24,985

No

The Board of Selectmen serves as the
Board of Public Works.

Bridgewater

25,774

No

Milton

26,187

No

Has 5-member Cemetery Board
elected by Town Meeting. Has 3-
member elected Board of Parks
Commissioners

Melrose

26,708

No

Town has a Cemetery Commission
and Park Commission, as well as a
Recycling Committee.

Danvers

26,762

No

e —————— e e——— e ———————————— e e
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As the table shows, although there are a few towns with elected Boards, these do not
have the broad scope of authority regarding operations and appointing authority as that
of the Town of Marshfield. Rather, to the extent that towns such as Belmont, Dedham,
Wakefield, Milton and Melrose have Boards, they are limited in scope to such functions
as Cemeteries, Parks, Recycling, or Traffic. Most are advisory in nature, and are
appointed by the Board of Selectmen or, as is the case in Wakefield, by the Town
Administrator.

The Town of Marshfield last formally reviewed its Charter in 2003. It is common that
municipalities conduct a comprehensive review of their charters every ten years. The
project team recommends that the Town conduct such a review this year, and further,
that it review the form of the Board of Public Works to determine if its scope of services
and authority are appropriate, and whether it is appropriate to consider the transition
to a membership that is appointed by the Board of Selectmen, as is the case in most
Massachusetts towns of similar size, or, in fact, whether the Board is necessary going
forward.

Recommendation: The Town should consider whether the current form and scope of
the Board of Public Works are appropriate. The Town last comprehensively reviewed
its Charter in 2003, and the project team recommends that it conduct another review
this year. Whether or not the Town conducts a comprehensive review of its charter,
the form of the Board of Public Works should be reviewed, and the Town should
consider whether it is appropriate to make the transition to a Board membership that
is appointed by the Board of Selectmen, or even to eliminate the Board entirely.
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APPENDIX C

SAMPLE WORK REQUEST



PS
Request

[Can we smooth out berm Peoiﬁié have trouble
igetting in and out of his driveway. :




APPENDIX D

WORK ACTIVITY REPORT SAMPLES



. <
Tue. S 112 Town of M (tne IS
Date: L/ Cemetery Tl‘ee:‘::g%dreens Weaﬂ)er{TempC €A “
Employees Veh # — :
Foremen ' Job Diseription j
e oo -
7 [1L7 AR eVt yREeT T ¢ ROiT
Project 1 :
K. pinitl &Y Mok Codci ZThér 7
R
1D Aeal 7 e CEXY
Fourc] Q/V 7 <k Pl 5o R FErace R7TR
_ 7
Project? _ : _
R“-Z’—mr« g3 /6 € LraR- F oOhnddrrells [ oucH
C-BRAsLY 76/ CUTBRACKFC AP Fgr, TAM ST,
j Jn A LC L, X dZ
Project 3
T C asick 5 okt WA
LS A efc A LT
B Irheley 714 L ALLETELD s B0,
Project 4
re N 2T 77 Lo AL PHE G /tamwfk&tﬂ//éf
Time Off What Type "Reason (Persoan] and Other) only
CRAR ST [STCR '




MARSHFIELD DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

_ DAILY REPORT
DATE: _ //7\ /3~ 2 & [
NAME OF FOREMAN: Sj +e o \‘54 vbev
JOB LOCATION: S w i e S
TYPE OF JOB: |
WEATHER: (feaq r
1. PROJECT;: 3 @4 M uleu c{e“r 4'0?[1‘]*&6, (/(/@h’é
2. WORK COMPLETED: " { c? S

—

3 MATERI;:\L_?S?USED:‘ G . @QM Z]S 39{5{(,1) %)/ 7/?4p

4. REPOURTS OR COMMENTS:

NAMES OF CREW ' EQUIPMENT

77
20K
[ 72
[ e 2.
G2
qllﬂ




WATER DEPARTMENT

NAME VEH. NO JOB DESCRIPTION
MARK MCLAREY 9135 | Topetnan
TMSTEVENSON (7] V6% | Corlbbn eoed-unlenman
FRANK FORD 6l \EY | el Qeeek- Q&Qhw\H Logy
WILLIAMFOSDICK | 6] 133 | fMogn  SMeck - h(\ahuu\% - Leaav
JOSE' VEIGA e| \\X | ¢ a\LS
MIKE McKAY 4] (¢ e\ on Road~ wakeppa,'n
COLIN SULLIVAN 4] \Wo | Igdn S;‘Lﬁee.sr—%'phqx}{v\‘-«\—l-@qﬂ‘\
ROBERTSHANLEY 4| \l |tadn Sheedh- Bs phaoldl Leam
TONY VEIGA el AR | Madn sdeeh ~ Brpheuld £le iy
LILA RAFFA s| V% We dng ~ LS
|ROBIN DUROSS s| 7% Wy Arg, &S

WEATHER: V-V

TEMP: g‘a‘:;

DATE: R ~[M-\o,




APPENDIX E

PRIVATIZATION FEASIBILITY SCORING
METHODOLOGY



Scoring for Potential for Privatization for Public Works
Town of Marshfield

Note: Higher the score, the greater the potential for privatization; however, there is no
threshold scoring at which privatization becomes a definitive opportunity.

Department:

Division:

Service:

Or Cross-Organizational Service:

T e L g e v T T Response | :* = Points
Is this a core Town service? Yes=0 points
No=10 points
is this a core Departmental service? Yes=0
No=10
Is this service available in the private sector? Yes=20
No=0
= How many vendars provide this service? Many =10
Some=5
=  How would the Town replace a vendor, if performance Easily=10
required replacing the vendor? With
difficulty=0
= How much specialized professional or technical Alot=0
expertise would be required of vendors? Some=5
None=10
What is the expected level of political opposition to any High=0
privatization effort? Medium=10
Low=20
= Has this service been successfully privatized by other Yes=10
cities? No=0
»  Has this service been privatized by the Town in the Yes=0
past and then brought back in-house? No=10
= Have other cities in the area privatized this service and Yes=0
then resumed providing the service themselves? No=10
Are there lega! barriers to privatization? Yes=0
No=10
»  What is the assessed difficulty of changing these legal If yes, could
barriers? add 5 if not
difficult to




i Points

“cha nge
Does this service have quantifiable and measurable Yes=10
performance measures? No=0
= How difficult will it be to assess a contractor’s Very=0
performance? Somewhat=5
Not=10
®  Would the Town be able to reward or penalize a Yes=10
contractor based on performance? No=0
=  What level of risk would be invoived if a vendor did low to
not perform? none=10
Some=5
High=0
= |s the Town able to transfer liability to the vendor for Yes=10
poor performance? Mavybe=5
No=0
What are the current costs of providing this service? High=10
Medium=5
tow=0
m  What percentage of these costs are fixed? High=0
Medium=5
Low=10
»  What percentage of these costs are variable? High=10
Medium=5
Low=0
= How does Town cost compare with available High=10
information from possible vendors? Approx
Same=5
Low=0
=  How difficult would contract monitoring be, if this Difficult=0
service were to be privatized? Somewhat=5
Not Diff=10
*  How difficult would constructing a performance Difficult=0
contract be, if this service were to be privatized? Somewhat=5
Not Diff=10
= What are the estimated costs of contract High=0
development? Medium=5




S issues v v e 17 Response il Points
Low=10
High=0
» What are the estimated costs of contract monitoring? Medium=5
Low=10
High=0
% What are the estimated costs of employee pay-offs, if Medium=>5
this service were to be privatized? Low=10
What are the potential impacts on Town employees?
=  How many employees are involved? <10=10
10-50=5
>50+0
= Would/could the vendor be required to employ Yes=10
Town’s staff? No=0
» Would there by any cost impact for requiring the Yes=0
vendaor to hire Town employees? No=10
* How many jobs face possible elimination? <10=10
10-50=5
>50=0
= What requirements will the Town pass on to the None=10
vendor, in the way of labor laws? Some=5
Ali=0
»  What is the financial impact of these labor law High=0
requirements? Medium=5
Low=10
Are there unique capital or operating issues involved?
= Are there unmet maintenance problems which Yes=10
contracting allows the Town to avoid? No=0
= Are there unmet maintenance problems which the Yes=0
contractor would be required to resolve? No=10
= Are there specialized equipment or supply needs Yes=0
which can be provided more economicaily by a vendor No=10
{due to economies of scale, large-scale procurement,
etc.)?
Are there confidentiality issues involved?




Response

= Would the contractor need access to confidential - Yes=0D
information? No=10
»  Would the Town feel comfortable with contractor Yes=10
having such access? : No=0
Are other Town Departments paying for part of this service? Yes=0
No=10
* if yes, would other departments be able to buy Yes=10
services from another vendor for the same or less than No=0

from the current Town department?

= Does a current Town department have excess ' Yes=10
Capacity? No=0
Yes=0
»  |f yes, could that excess capacity be sold within the No=10
Town or to ancther governmental entity?
How comfortable does the Town feel about contracting this Very=20
service? Somewhat=10
Not=0
Finat Score:

Are there other issues which cannot be scored but which need to be considered in assessing this service
for privatization potential?

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS:



APPENDIX F

CEMETERY RULES AND REGULATIONS



Town of Marshfield, MA
Department of Public Works

Rules/Regulations/Price Schedule

Town Cemeteries

Couch
Winslow
Two Mile

Old Chapel
Cedar Grove
Marshfield Hills
Center Marshfield

July 2002

Revised Janvary 2005
Revised March 2006

{cemcteryhandoutrates(7)




The Town of Marshficld has seven cemelteries. They are Couch, Winstow, Cedar Grove,
Marshlield [Tills, Two Mile, Center Marshficld, and Old Chapel. However, the only Town
owned cemetery with lots available is the Copgh Cemetery located off of Union Strect.

Purchasing a Cemetery Lot ;

‘The parchaser must be a resident of the Town. The first person to be buried in the lot(s) must
also be a resident of the Town.

© Al tots must be sold with Perpetual Care. The Perpetual Care {und 1s beld in trust and invested
as provided by law. The interest from this trust fund is used to care for the cemetery lots.

A cemetery lotl can only be sold back to the Town for the original purchase price. It cannol be
sold to a private party.

Monruments/Stones

The monument/stone for the grave tot(s) 15 purchased privately by the owner through a
monument company. The monument company will provide the Town with the dimensions of the
stone and also a sketch. The Town will then lay the foundation for the monument and will
contacl the monument company when the job s completed. The monument company will then
deliver and set the monument. Foundations cannot be pourced after November due to the
{emperature. 'The Town is not held responsible for any malicious damage to the
monument/stone.



Plants and Shirubs

The Cemetery Division will maintain and preserve all landscaping featurcs.

No glass receplacles of any kind are to be used to hold flowers. Glass receptacles may be used to
hold the eternal light.

All plantings will be at the headstone. During the holiday scasons, all seasonal decorations must
be removed within a reasonable length of time or they will be removed and disposed of by the
Cemetery/¥rees/Greens Division. Generally, one month after Christmas and two weeks after all

other holidays.

Plantings: ONE GRAVE LOT

Bulbs may be planted in front of the headstone.
No shrubs or bushes allowed.

TWO OR MORE GRAVE LOTS

Arborvite, juniper, yews, and azaleas may be planted on either side of the stone. Bulbs
would be in front with {ull height being no more than three feet.

All shrubs must be upright and not spreading. Approval of plantings, other than as listed, must
be obtained from the Cemetery Supervisor.

Planting of trces is not allowed.

The Cemetery Division is not responsible for the care and/or preservation of any tloral basket,
frames, containers, etc. placed at the site during burial (anterment) services or any other time
during the year. They will be removed, at an appropriate time defined and at the supervision of
the Cemetery Supervisor.




