
MINUTES                                                                                                                                                                                             

June 14, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                 

Council on Aging Grounds Committee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Senior Center 230 Webster St., Marshfield, Ma 02050 

ATTENDANCE: Martine Anderson, Gwen Frazier, Carol Hamilton, Charlie Simpson and Barbara Van Houten.   

ABSENT EXCUSED:  Barry Bartlett and Sarah Sullivan 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:05 am.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes of May 10, 2018 were voted on. Barbara made the motion to approve the minutes, 

Gwen seconds. Motion passes.  

DISCUSSION: There is an area along the back side of the building where weeds and brush are continuing to encroach onto the 

lawn and get closer to the building. The DPW has been contacted to see if we can get a vehicle to cut down the brush in this 

area. The grass also needs to be weed wacked along the perimeter of the parking areas. The DPW does not cut this area when 

they mow. The back of the building landscape is also getting overgrown with tall weeds and grass growing so high that it blocks 

the beautiful flowering shrubbery and plants. This area is not useable or attractive. Weed whackers with side blades would be the 

best thing to use with the overgrowth. Charlie will see if he has workable equipment.  There are two dead plants in the sign 

planter.  

The front beds are all full of weeds again and it would be time consuming to pull them all out. How could we control or eliminate 

the weeds? We could remove the weeds and then use preen or we could use landscape paper.  Mulch would then be used after 

either preen or landscape paper. The paper would have to be cut in strips to weave it around the shrubs. This could be 

purchased at Taylor Lumber. We could use the mulch up and if needed get some more from the DPW. Carol will also check with 

ground effects to see if they would be able to clean the beds. Chuck may also be able to weed whack some of the areas of 

weeds or high grasses.   

We have not had volunteers for the summer come forward to do gardening. Martine supervised a student working on the 

grounds last summer. She felt that the experience was tedious for both parties. Charlie also asked about volunteer workers from 

the Cub Scout or Boy Scout groups, the Kiwanis and the Rotary Club. We have not had any offers of help from these groups. 

Charlie suggested asking for community service volunteers through the local banks. He said that it was done in other 

communities. Charlie is willing to ask the banks if they would to do community service work in our gardens .Carol will create a 

letter asking for help with the grounds work for Charlie to distribute. Man power is a real issue with respect to maintenance and 

we anticipate that this shortage will continue.   

The community garden project is in progress under Gwen’s supervision. The mixture of vinegar and salt helped the weeds on the 

brick floor of the gardens somewhat, but not fully. The pre-emergence treatment worked well on the patio but it will have to be 

done once again. The grass was treated organically for weeds and will get another treatment in July. A volunteer, Sarah will be 

painting the picnic bench, table and two metal benches in the near future. The group will walk around the property to look at the 

various areas that need work.  

OLD BUSINESS: None  
 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting was not scheduled at this time.  

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 10:40 am.   

Respectfully Submitted,                                                                                                                                                                                    

Carol Hamilton, Director                                                                                                                                                                    

Council on Aging  



 

 

 


