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MARSHFIELD’S COVID – 19 TASK FORCE UPDATE 

  
 
 
  
December 10, 2021 
 
Task Force: Police, Fire, Board of Health, Board of Selectmen, Emergency Operation Center, Town Administrator, 
Schools, DPW and Council on Aging, Building Commissioner, Treasurer, Town Counsel and IT: 
 

The number of COVID-19 cases in Marshfield has increased. As of Saturday December 4, 2021, the 
number of confirmed cases in Marshfield is 2455. The number of probable cases (positive antigen tests) 
is 753, which we are reporting separately and not grouping with confirmed cases, in accordance with 
DPH COVID-19 data reporting. Total number of tests performed to date is 64,670.  We regret to report 
that to date, there have been 40 deaths in our community attributed to COVID-19.  The numbers we 
provide are cumulative data from January 1, 2020 to the present date. 
 
Below is the latest data from DPH’s report from November 21, 2021 –December 4, 2021: 
● Total number of confirmed cases is 141, total probable is 49.   
● Percent positivity 6.97% (up from 6.01%) 
● Average daily incidence rate per 100,000 the last 14 days is 38.9 increased from 30. 
 
 
 

  



 

COVID-19 booster frequently asked questions 

Common questions related to COVID-19 vaccine booster doses. 
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What is a booster? 

Do I need a booster? 

COVID-19 vaccines are very effective in lowering the risk of severe disease, hospitalization, and death. They even work against the 

Delta variant. The CDC has found that this protection may wear off over time. Boosters keep the vaccines effective for longer. 

Am I fully vaccinated without a booster? 

You are fully vaccinated without a booster if it has been at least 2 weeks since you got your first J&J shot or your second Pfizer or 

Moderna shot, according to the CDC 

Is the booster free? 

Yes, the booster is free. You do not need to pay, have ID, or have health insurance to get a booster. 

If I need a booster shot, does that mean that the vaccines aren’t working? 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-booster-frequently-asked-questions#ma-end-sticky-toc
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-booster-frequently-asked-questions#what-is-a-booster?-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-booster-frequently-asked-questions#eligibility-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-booster-frequently-asked-questions#getting-a-booster-


No. COVID-19 vaccines are working well to prevent severe illness, hospitalization, and death, even against the widely circulating 

Delta variant. However, public health experts are starting to see reduced protection, especially among certain populations, against mild 

and moderate disease. 

Eligibility 

 
Who is eligible to get a booster? 

The CDC recommends a third dose for certain groups of people with weakened immune systems who received either the Pfizer or 

Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. 

In addition, the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 booster is available to anyone ages 18 and older. The Pfizer COVID-19 

booster is available to anyone ages 16 and older. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/immuno.html


You’re eligible for a booster if: 

 Pfizer & Moderna: It’s been at least 6 months since your second dose 

 Johnson & Johnson: It’s been at least 2 months since your first dose   

You can mix and match vaccines. You do not need to get the same vaccine brand for your booster as your original COVID-19 

vaccination. If you are ages 16-17, you can only get a Pfizer booster. 

Use VaxFinder to find a pharmacy or other location to get your booster. 

Can I mix and match my booster dose? 

Yes. CDC recommendations allow for mixing and matching of different COVID-19 booster doses, and eligible individuals may 

choose which vaccine they receive as a booster dose. The Administration recommends that residents with questions about which 

booster is right for them should ask their health care provider for advice. 

Do I need to be a Massachusetts resident to get a booster? What if I lived somewhere else when I got my initial 

COVID-19 vaccine doses? 

You can get a booster in Massachusetts if you live, work or study here. 

What if I don’t know when I received my last COVID-19 vaccine shot? 

To learn when you are eligible for a booster dose, you should consult your CDC vaccination record card for the date of your second 

COVID-19 vaccination. If you do not have your vaccination card, contact your primary care provider or the retail pharmacy where 

you were first vaccinated. If that is not possible, learn how to obtain your vaccination record, which could take up to 2 weeks, by 

visiting www.mass.gov/myvaxrecord. 

How can I find out which vaccine I received? 

If you do not have your vaccination card, contact your primary care provider or the retail pharmacy where you were first vaccinated. If 

that is not possible, learn how to obtain your vaccination record, which could take up to 2 weeks, by 

visiting www.mass.gov/myvaxrecord. 

https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
https://www.mass.gov/myvaxrecord
https://www.mass.gov/myvaxrecord


Getting a booster 

How do I get a booster? 

There are hundreds of locations across the Commonwealth for residents to receive a COVID-19 booster shot. 

In order to find a convenient location for getting a COVID-19 Booster: 

 Visit the VaxFinder tool at vaxfinder.mass.gov for a list of locations to receive a booster. Residents will be able to narrow 

results to search for locations that are offering the booster of their choice. 

 If you are unable to use VaxFinder, or have difficulty accessing the internet, please contact the COVID-19 Vaccine Resource 

Line (Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.) by calling 2-1-1 and following 

the prompts. The COVID-19 Vaccine Resource Line is available in English and Spanish and has translators available in 

approximately 100 additional languages. 

Do I need to show my vaccine card or other proof of being fully vaccinated to get my booster? 

If you have your vaccine card it is helpful so that your booster dose can be added to it, but you do not need to show your CDC 

vaccination card to get your booster. You will be asked to self-attest that you meet eligibility requirements such as age, health 

conditions, or occupation.  

There are no ID, or health insurance requirements. Your vaccinator may choose to look up your vaccine records to confirm the type of 

vaccine you received before. 

I got vaccinated at a MassVax site, where do I go to get my booster dose? 

You can get a booster shot anywhere they are available including your primary care provider, a retail pharmacy or a community 

vaccination clinic. Or you can use VaxFinder to find a location. 

Can I just walk-in or do I need to book an appointment? 

Walk-ins and appointments will be available at retail pharmacies, however, residents are encouraged to book an appointment 

via VaxFinder or directly with their provider. 

https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
tel:211
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/


Can I book an appointment by calling 2-1-1? 

Yes. Individuals without access to the internet or who are unable to schedule their appointment online can call the COVID-19 Vaccine 

Resource Line toll free 2-1-1 or (877) 211-6277 for assistance with setting up an appointment. 

Can I get my booster vaccine at home? 

Yes. If you have trouble getting to a vaccine clinic, you can use the In-Home Vaccination Program. 

Visit http://mass.gov/vaccinesathome for more information. 

Should people expect to get sick after the third dose? 

Current data indicates that side effects following the additional dose are similar to those after the second dose. Common side effects 

are generally mild such as localized pain, redness or swelling at the injection site, and fatigue, headache, and low-grade fever. Serious 

adverse events are rare. 

Can I get a flu vaccination at the same time as my COVID-19 booster? 

Yes. You can get a COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccinations like a flu or shingles vaccine at the same time or close 

together, according to the CDC. 

 
 

       
BOSTON — This week the Baker-Polito Administration announced that the Commonwealth is on track to 
meet the goal of vaccinating 4.1 million residents by the first week of June and all remaining COVID-19 
restrictions will be lifted effective May 29. 

The Commonwealth’s face covering order will also be rescinded on May 29. The Department of Public 
Health will issue a new face covering advisory consistent with the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s updated guidance. Face coverings will still be mandatory for all individuals on public and 
private transportation systems (including rideshares, livery, taxi, ferries, MBTA, Commuter Rail and 

tel:211
tel:8772116277
https://www.mass.gov/vaccinesathome
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Finfo-by-product%2Fclinical-considerations.html#Coadministration


transportation stations), in healthcare facilities and in other settings hosting vulnerable populations, such as 
congregate care settings. 

Governor Charlie Baker will end the State of Emergency June 15.  

The Administration also announced updates that will be effective May 18 to revise face covering 
requirements for youth and amateur sports and other guidance relating to childcare programs and K-12 
schools. The Administration will release updated guidance for summer camps effective May 29.  

The Administration is able to take these steps to reopen the Commonwealth’s economy because 
Massachusetts is on track to meet the goal set in December to fully vaccinate over 4 million individuals by 
the first week of June. The Commonwealth leads the nation in vaccinating residents, with 75% of adults 
receiving at least one dose. To date, over 4 million residents have received a first dose, with 3.2 million fully 
vaccinated. 

New cases have dropped by 89% since January 8. COVID hospitalizations are down 88% since January 1 
and the positive test rate is down by 88% from peaking at 8.7% on January 1 to 1% today. 

Effective May 29  

Effective May 29, all industries will be permitted to open. With the exception of remaining face-covering 
requirements for public and private transportation systems and facilities housing vulnerable populations, all 
industry restrictions will be lifted, and capacity will increase to 100% for all industries. The gathering limit will 
be rescinded. 

All industries will be encouraged to follow CDC guidance for cleaning and hygiene protocols. 

On May 18, 2020, the Administration published the reopening phases, which called for ending restrictions 
when vaccines became widely available. Today, there are over 975 locations for Massachusetts residents to 
access vaccines without delay. 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/reopening-massachusetts/download


Face Covering Guidance 

In line with updated CDC face covering guidance, the Administration will rescind the current face covering 
order and issue a new face covering advisory effective May 29. 

Non-vaccinated individuals are advised to continue wearing face masks and to continue distancing in most 
settings. The advisory will also recommend fully vaccinated individuals no longer need to wear a face 
covering or social distance indoors or outdoors except for in certain situations. 

Face coverings will still be required for all individuals on public and private transportation (including 
rideshares, livery, taxi, ferries, MBTA, Commuter Rail and transportation stations), healthcare facilities and 
providers, congregate care settings and health and rehabilitative day services. 

Face coverings will also remain required indoors for staff and students of K-12 schools and early education 
providers. 

Link to mask guidance 

Youth and Amateur Sports Face Covering Guidance 

Effective May 18, the youth and amateur sports guidance will be updated to no longer require face coverings 
for youth athletes 18 and under while playing outdoor sports. Effective May 29, all youth and amateur sports 
restrictions will be lifted.  

Link to youth sports guidance 

K-12, Early Education and Summer Camp Guidance 

Effective May 18, guidance from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the 
Department of Early Education and Care will be updated to no longer require masks for outdoor activities 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mask-up-massachusetts
https://www.mass.gov/doc/safety-standards-for-youth-and-adult-amateur-sports-activities-phase-iv-step-1-effective-on-51821/download


like recess and to allow for the sharing of objects in classrooms, in both K-12 and childcare settings. This 
guidance will remain in effect beyond May 29. 

The Administration will release updated guidance for summer camps, effective May 29, which will include no 
longer requiring masks for outdoor activities. 

Link to DESE guidance 

Link to EEC guidance 

State of Emergency Order 

Governor Baker will end the State of Emergency June 15, and the Administration will work with legislative 
and municipal partners during this period in order to manage an orderly transition from emergency measures 
adopted by executive order and special legislation during the period of the State of Emergency. 

### 

 

 
BOSTON — The Baker-Polito Administration announced that Massachusetts will move forward in the 
Commonwealth's reopening plan to reopen certain outdoor Phase 4 industries effective May 10th, as 
previously announced. The Administration continues to take steps to reopen the Commonwealth's economy 
with public health metrics continuing to trend in a positive direction.  

On March 22, Massachusetts loosened restrictions and advanced to Phase IV of the Commonwealth’s 
reopening plan. Since then, daily new COVID-19 cases have dropped by 45%, hospitalizations have 
dropped by 23%, and deaths have dropped by 69%. All these metrics have dropped by around 80% or more 
since the beginning of the year. The Commonwealth also remains a national leader in COVID-19 

https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/faq/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/eec-covid-19-resources-updates-and-information
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-state-of-emergency
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-transition-to-phase-iv-of-reopening-plan
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-transition-to-phase-iv-of-reopening-plan


vaccinations, and over 3.9 million people are fully or partially vaccinated, and Massachusetts is on track to 
meet its goal of vaccinating over 4 million people by the beginning of June. 

Effective Monday, May 10th: 

The Commonwealth will reopen certain outdoor Phase 4 industries. 

 Amusement parks, theme parks and outdoor water parks will be permitted to operate at a 50% 
capacity after submitting safety plans to the Department of Public Health. 

 Road races and other large, outdoor organized amateur or professional group athletic events will be 
permitted to take place with staggered starts and other appropriate safety measures after submitting 
safety plans to a local board of health or the DPH.  

Additionally, large capacity venues such as indoor and outdoor stadiums, arenas and ballparks currently 
open at 12% capacity as part of Phase 4, Step 1 will be permitted to increase capacity to 25%.    

Youth and adult amateur sports tournaments will be allowed for moderate and high-risk sports. 

Singing will also be permitted indoors with strict distancing requirements at performance venues, 
restaurants, event venues and other businesses. 

Grocery stores and retail stores with a pharmacy department should consider dedicated hours of operation 
for seniors, but will no longer be required to offer senior hours.   

Additional Changes Anticipated to be Effective Saturday, May 29th: 

Contingent on continued positive trends in the public health and vaccination data, on May 
29th, additional sectors will be permitted to re-open and gathering limits will increase to 200 people indoors 
and 250 people outdoors for event venues, public settings and private settings.  

The additional sectors that will be permitted to open include: 

https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-on-track-to-hit-goal-of-41-million-people-vaccinated-announces-next-phase-of-vaccination-efforts
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-on-track-to-hit-goal-of-41-million-people-vaccinated-announces-next-phase-of-vaccination-efforts


 Parades, street festivals and agricultural festivals, after submitting safety plans to the local board of 
health including measures for maintaining social distance, staffing and operations plans and hygiene 
and cleaning protocols.   

 Bars, beer gardens, breweries, wineries and distilleries, which will be subject to restaurant rules with 
seated service only, a 90 minute limit and no dance floors.  

Subject to public health and vaccination data, the restaurant guidance will be updated to eliminate the 
requirement that food be served with alcohol and to increase the maximum table size to 10. 

Last week, the Administration also relaxed the Face Coverings Order for some outdoor settings and 
announced further reopening plans for August 1st.   

For more information, visit mass.gov/reopening.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
Effective Monday, March 22, the Massachusetts Travel Order will be replaced with a Travel Advisory.  
 
 As of Monday, March 22, all visitors entering Massachusetts, including returning residents, are advised to quarantine for 10 days upon their 

arrival.   
 Travelers are exempt from this advisory if they have a negative COVID-19 test result that has been administered up to 72 hours prior to their 

arrival in Massachusetts.  If not obtained before entry to Massachusetts, a test may be obtained after arrival, as long as travelers quarantine 
until a negative test result has been received. 

 Anyone who is returning to Massachusetts after an absence of fewer than 24 hours is exempt from this advisory. 
 Workers who enter Massachusetts to perform critical infrastructure functions (as specified by the Federal Cybersecurity and Infrastructure 

Security Agency) are exempt from this advisory while they are commuting to or from or while at work. 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/reopening-massachusetts
https://www.cisa.gov/publication/guidance-essential-critical-infrastructure-workforce


Travelers who are fully vaccinated (i.e. who have received two doses of either the Moderna or Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines OR who have 

received a single dose of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 14 days or more ago) and who do not have symptoms areThe numbers in exempt 
from this advisory. 
 Travelers are encouraged to consult and follow the CDC’s guidelines and requirements for travel: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html 
 

Press Release - Baker-Polito Administration Announces Transition to Phase IV of Reopening Plan 
Massachusetts will advance to Step 1 of Phase IV on March 22; Replaces Travel Order with Travel Advisory 
 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html


  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
March 18, 2021 

CONTACT 
Sarah Finlaw 
sarah.finlaw@state.ma.us  

  

        

  

Baker-Polito Administration Announces Transition to Phase IV 
of Reopening Plan 

Massachusetts will advance to Step 1 of Phase IV on March 22; Replaces Travel 
Order with Travel Advisory 

  

BOSTON — Today, the Baker-Polito Administration announced that Massachusetts 
will advance to Step 1 of Phase IV of the Commonwealth’s reopening 
plan on Monday, March 22. The Administration continues to take steps to reopen the 
Commonwealth's economy with public health metrics continuing to trend in a positive 
direction. This includes drops in average daily COVID cases and hospitalizations. 
Massachusetts also continues to be a national leader in vaccination rates. The 
Administration also replaced the Massachusetts Travel Order originally issued in July 
2020 with a Travel Advisory, effective March 22.  
  
In addition, the Administration also announced nearly $31 million in awards to 
710 additional small businesses in the tenth round of COVID-19 relief grants 
administered by the Massachusetts Growth Capital Corporation (MGCC).  

mailto:sarah.finlaw@state.ma.us
https://twitter.com/MassGovernor
https://www.youtube.com/user/MassGovernor
https://www.flickr.com/massgovernor
https://www.instagram.com/massgovernor


  
Phase IV, Step 1 and Gathering Changes: 
  
On March 1, Massachusetts loosened capacity restrictions for several industries 
and advanced to Step 2 of Phase III of the reopening plan. Since then, hospitalizations 
dropped by 20% and deaths dropped by 24%. The seven day average of new cases in 
long-term care facilities dropped by 53%. The positive test rate remains below 2% and 
has been for several weeks now. The seven day average of new cases is also down 
over this time by 7%.  
  
Effective Monday, March 22, all communities in Massachusetts will move into 
Step 1 of Phase IV of the state’s reopening plan. This will open a range of previously 
closed business sectors under tight capacity restrictions that are expected to be 
adjusted over time if favorable trends in the public health data continue. Effective on 
the planned advancement to Step 1 of Phase IV, the following large capacity sports 
and entertainment venues will be permitted to operate at a strict 12% capacity limit 
after submitting a plan to the Department of Public Health (DPH): 
 

 Indoor and outdoor stadiums 

 
 Arenas 

 
 Ballparks 

  
Also effective on March 22, gathering limits for event venues and in public settings 
will increase to 100 people indoors and 150 people outdoors. Outdoor gatherings at 
private residences and in private backyards will remain at a maximum of 25 people, 
with indoor house gatherings remaining at 10 people. 
  



Additionally, dance floors will be permitted at weddings and other events only, and 
overnight summer camps will be allowed to operate this coming summer. Exhibition 
and convention halls may also begin to operate, following gatherings limits and event 
protocols. Other Phase IV sectors must continue to remain closed. 
  
Travel Order:  
  
Effective Monday, March 22, the Massachusetts Travel Order will be replaced with a 
Travel Advisory.  
  
The new travel advisory will urge all persons entering Massachusetts, including 
returning residents, are advised to quarantine for 10 days upon their arrival if they 
have been out of the state for 24 hours or more.  
  
The advisory does not apply to anyone in the following categories: 
  

 Anyone who is returning to Massachusetts after an absence of fewer than 24 
hours.  

 
 Travelers who have a negative COVID-19 test result that has been 

administered up to 72 hours prior to their arrival in Massachusetts.  
 

 Workers who enter Massachusetts to perform critical infrastructure functions 
(as specified by the Federal Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency) while they are commuting to or from or while at work. 

 
 Travelers who are fully vaccinated (i.e. who have received two doses of either 

the Moderna or Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines OR who have received a single dose 



of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, 14 days or more ago and who do not have 
symptoms).  

  
Travelers are additionally encouraged to consult and follow the CDC’s guidelines and 
requirements for travel.  
  
COVID-19 Business Relief Grants: 
  
Today, the Baker-Polito Administration announced approximately $31 million in 
awards for 710 additional businesses in the tenth round of COVID relief grants 
administered by the Massachusetts Growth Capital Corporation (MGCC). As in prior 
rounds, each grant recipient meets sector or demographic priorities set for the grant 
programs administered by MGCC.  
 
With the addition of this round of grants, the Administration has awarded over $633 
million in direct financial support to 14,056 businesses across the Commonwealth.  
Grants for this round were awarded to 327 minority-owned, and 293 women-owned, 
businesses; 240 recipients are located in Gateway Cities, and 245 businesses awarded 
grants have not received any prior aid. 
 
Additionally, MGCC will soon be announcing the availability of funding to support 
small business technical assistance and community development financial 
institutions.   
 
  

### 



On Monday, March 1, 2021 the Marshfield Skate Park and Street Hockey Rink will both re-open because 

the Town of Marshfield has remained in the Yellow for two weeks!  The Marshfield Board of Selectmen 

voted to re-open them at their February 22, 2021 meeting. 

 

 

Please observe the following rules when going to the Skate Park our Street Hockey Rink or any other 

recreational facility in Marshfield. 

 

 Stay home if you feel sick 

 Wear a face mask 

 Practice Social Distancing 

 Wash your hands often 

 


